50 Years Of PECK WOOD
BY HOWARD POTTER

GOLDEN JUBILEE – 1948 - 1998

PROFILE OF PECK WOOD

WHAT? WHERE? WHO?

WHAT IS IT? (1) WOODLANDS
PECK WOOD covers just over 20 acres; it is unusual that in such a small
area so much different woodland can be found, including Alderwood, which
are rare in Worcestershire. It has been recognised as containing an area of
ancient woodland dating back to the ice age. The woodland has a great
diversity of fauna and flora with many species of rare plants. In the
springtime it is covered with a carpet of Bluebells and other woodland
flowers. To the north of the woodland lies a ditch and bank forming the
remains of the boundary of the Deer Park which surrounded the Bishop of
Worcester's palace in medieval times
WHAT IS IT? (2) RESIDENTIAL CENTRE.
This consists of wooden cabins, which provides self-catering
accommodation for 36 young people.
THE BUNKHOUSE has 2 rooms with 14 beds (bunks) and 2 rooms with 2
single beds.
THE CABIN serves as an office, with telephone, and also has 4 beds.
THE RANCH HOUSE used mainly as a dining area attached to which
is: THE KITCHEN well equipped with industrial style stainless steel
equipment
THE TOILET BLOCK is brick built with separate wash rooms and showers
THE LOG CABIN used for a quiet reading room
THE GAMES ROOM for indoor games, especially when it is wet
THE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND for dry weather, with an aerial runway,
slide, swings and climbing frames.

Continued on inside of back cover

50 YEARS Of PECK WOOD
1948--- 1998
Compiled and written by
HOWARD POTTER
Chairman 1991 - Present-

Rowney Green Lane showing Maintained Hedging

The Bypass on land formerly occupied by Peckwood
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FOREWORD TO PECK WOOD 50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOKLET
I have spent some enjoyable time reading through
Howard Potter's excellent resume of the work at Peck Wood
Centre over the last 50 years - this booklet is clearly a labour of
love, from whose pages one can learn so much about our work
at the centre.
It is hard to believe that even in this present day and age there
are youngsters who have had little experience of any other
surroundings other than the concrete jungles of our cities
It was back in 1948 when my Father and Aunt donated Peck
Wood to the Central Mission and despite the advances on the
1990's we still see so much poverty within our nation. It is in this
respect that the many groups of willing volunteers and the
children in their care derive so much from the woods and wild
life at Peck Wood
As you will read, none of this would be possible without the
dedicated help of so many who keep the buildings and grounds
in such excellent condition. It is their dedication to the Methodist
cause that so many can be enriched through the peace of the
countryside.
I look forward to Peck Wood continuing to develop and provide
more facilities for its visitors and hope that whilst stays become
more comfortable it will still be possible for all to commune with
nature at Peck Wood.
J. ALEXANDER PATRICK
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J ALEXANDER PATRICK.
Photograph From The Patrick Museum Brochure By Courtesy Of The Patrick Trust.
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PREFACE
BY MR H. POTTER
The publication of this book was initiated by a desire to record fifty years of
dedicated service by so many people.
It was also to gather and record some of Peck Wood's history. Early records
were few and far between.

I did not appreciate the enormity of the task I was undertaking and what was
ahead of me when I proposed researching the history of Peck Wood. !
Although, I must admit to having enjoyed, in many ways, the carrying out of
that task.

The book contains; by it's very nature, many historical facts as well as
stories and anecdotes that have been collected. Here I must say that I do
apologise if I have inadvertently infringed or used in any way any
copyright material, although I did wherever possible obtain permission

This book was written with the future Peck Wood Management in mind, but
feel that others may enjoy reading it.

Howard Potter.
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HOWARD & MARGUERITE POTTER
Portrait by Spotlight Photography. 131 Vicarage Crescent Redditch (c) 6/96
Page 10

CHAPTER 1.
IN THE BEGINNING
THE DEED OF GIFT.
A PEEK AT PECK WOOD
THE PATRICK FAMILY.
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THE DEED OF GIFT. (Abridged version)'
The donors, Joseph Alfred Morton Patrick of Edgwood Gables, The Holloway,
Rowney Green and Patricia Shakespeare, formerly of Arosa, The Holloway.
To the trustees, the Revd Noel Francis Hutchcroft, the Superintendent Minister of
the Birmingham Central Mission of the Methodist Church, and other trustees.
Part ONE. Para 1. Confirms the donor's rights as per a conveyance dated 5th
October 1942.
Para 2.The committee of the Birmingham Central Mission are desirous of
acquiring the property hereinafter assured for the purpose of a recreation ground
and holiday and rest home for use in connection with the Birmingham Central
Mission.
Para 3. The grantors being desirous of promoting the said objects and benefiting
the Birmingham Central Mission are desirous of conveying the property
hereinafter assured to the trustees by way of a gift.
Then follows the schedules..
Para 4. Quotes an original model deed of the Methodist Church.
Part Two.
Para 1. Describes the land to be conveyed, as in the second schedule and
covers the ecclesiastical tithe, free passage of running water and right of air and
light.
Para 2
a)
b)

This commits the trustees and their successors to

Covenants as to fencing contained in the conveyance of 5th October 1942
Binds the land hereby conveyed into whosoever hands the same may come to
the restrictive and other covenants contained in the third schedule.

Para 3
property.

refers to the passage of free passage of light and air to adjoining

Para 4. Certifies that this transaction does not perform part of a larger transaction,
The first schedule names and lists the trustees at the time of the gift.
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the second schedule details the land. Ordnance survey map ref. 1357, wood.
7.834 acres peck wood 8.324 acres. Ref. no 1362 plantation 4.900 acres. Ref. no
1356 rough 1.054 acres. Ref. 1358 total of 22.112 acres.
The third schedule (quoted in full)
1) Not to use the land hereby conveyed or any building erected thereon for any
purpose other than that of providing a youth centre for holidays and for physical
training and recreational purposes of all kinds or for the holding of meetings or
conferences of youth leaders Christian workers or workers associated with the
spiritual moral and physical well being of the community or for providing a holiday
home for people of any age who in the opinion of the trustees are in need of rest
holidays or convalescence the trustees being entitled to make such charges for
persons using the property as shall be reasonable (in their opinion) and
consistent with the operation of such establishments as a charitable
establishment.
2) In so using the premises as aforesaid not at any time to do or permit any act or

thing which may detract from the rural beauty of the said lands as a whole or
which may be or grow to be a nuisance damage or annoyance to the owners or
occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring property.
3) Not to erect upon the said land or any part thereof any buildings other than those

required for the purpose of establishing a youth centre, conference hall, holiday
and rest home together with such ancillary buildings for catering residence of
warden. and permanent staff and for any other purpose as shall be deemed
proper or convenient for carrying on any of the objects specified in sub clause 1
of this clause and such building shall be disposed or designed and laid out as to
not constitute a breach of the last foregoing stipulation.
4) Not to permit upon the said land the growth or spread of noxious weeds.
There then follows the signatures of all the trustees and parties concerned.

Footnote to the deed. By a conveyance dated 24th February 1991 all that
property coloured on the plan annexed to the original conveyance (being part of
the land within the deed of gift) was conveyed to Hereford & Worcester County
Council having been subject to a compulsory purchase order for the provision of
The Alvechurch Bypass
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PEEK AT PECK WOOD'S PAST
Martin Rider (A regular member of our monthly work party) from the U.C.E.
Birmingham offers us the following "Peek"
This publication celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the deed
of gift, however Peck Wood has been around a lot longer than that! At
least part of the land has probably been covered by trees continuously for
the last 8000 years.
Imagine Ten thousand years ago the climate was slowly warming after the
retreat of the last ice sheets. The soil that was left behind was glacially
deposited sand, rocks and clay that had been gouged from the north and
east of England and from Wales. This 'stolen' surface material formed the
initial nutrient basis upon which Peck Wood began its evolution. Plants
would have started to colonise the land - the largest ones may well have
been juniper and willow. As time went by birch forest would have become
dominant for a relatively short period and this would have eventually
sheltered emergent young seedlings of Scots Pine, aspen and hazel. By
8000 years ago elm, oak and small leafed lime would have been added,
reflecting a continued improvement in the climate. About 500 years later
holly joined other species in the wood, this coinciding with the period when
Britain became an island. Contrary to the widely held belief that oaks have
always been the dominant climax trees, it is probable that the small leafed
lime was one of the more abundant species in the area when the channel
first filled with water.
Five thousand years ago the mixed wood was well established but slowly
changing. During this time elm was probably declining (Possibly due to an
earlier manifestation of Dutch Elm Disease) and ash, hazel and alder were all
on the increase.
By the time of the Norman Conquest large areas of woodland had already
been lost to human activity. Worcestershire was one of the better-wooded
counties at the time of domesday in 1086 with 40% woodland cover. This
was to decline to 4.2% over the next 800 years. It is likely that Peck Wood
was on the margins of the Royal Forest of Feckenham, but almost certainly
had been previously a well established forest in the hands of the Mercian
Royal Family. It should be remembered that forests were not simply areas of
woodland, as we know them today, but included villages, manors, farmland,
etc. Forest law would have forbidden hunting deer and wild boar other than
by the king and his entourage. There would also have been restrictions
upon cutting of wood, building and the conversion of wood to farmland.
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It is not clear exactly when, but at some point part of the land we now know
as Peck Wood was i included in the 'lost' domesday manor of Osmerley,
owned before the conquest by Alwold and in 1086 by Unso d'Abitot. This is
the most ancient area of woodland in Peck Wood and it is very likely that
even at this time it was managed by coppicing with a number cartloads of
wood being sent annually to the salthouses in Droitwich. During the twelfth
century this section of the wood, together with other Osmerley lands were
granted to Bordesley Abbey, a Cistercian House founded in 1138, for which
monks paid rent.
The northern section of the Peck Wood land was fenced off by the Bishop
of
Worcester in 1168 to become part of his palace deer park, the land was
bounded by a deep inner ditch and bank with a wooden fence to keep the
deer in. The boundary is still visible running through the wood today. This
northern area differs from the ancient woodland to the south side since it is
ancient wood pasture, the land being grazed and the trees probably
pollarded. In 1244 the Bishop claimed common pasture rights over an area
to the south of his park including parts of Bordesley adjacent to the
woodland area. This would have required these woods to be enclosed for a
period of time after coppicing to prevent grazing damage.
In July 1538 the lands of Bordesley Abbey were surrendered to Henry Vlll
who kept them until 1543. He then gave the property in its entirety to Lord
Windsor in recompense for seizing his estate in Staines. In 1656 the
Windsor's transferred the land to Thomas Folley whose family kept in until
1806. The estate then became the property of the Dugdale family until 1919
and subsequently Alfred Wiggin until 1933.
The Bordesley land was bought by Mr. A Patrick in 1933, and he later broke
it up. Giving the part known as Peck Wood to the Methodist Church in
1947/8.
It is not clear when the parcels of land were combined to create the Peck Wood we know
today, can anybody help ? We look forward to each playing a small part in at least the
beginning of the next 8000 years.
We also do not know the origin of the name Peck Wood, a copy from an ordnance
survey map believed to have been dated 1881 refers to the one piece of land as Peck's
Wood.
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THE PATRICK FAMILY.
The Purchase of the Bordesley Land by Mr A Patrick in 1933 was Very
Significant For Peck Wood.
So a brief look at the family. The Patrick family moved into Birmingham in
1889, The year that Queen Victoria granted the city its charter.
Mr Joseph A. Patrick moved from Hull to become General Superintendent of
the Birmingham District Office of the Britannic
Assurance Company.
Through sheer hard work and dedication he achieved the position of
chairman of Britannic in the early 1920's.
His son Albert M. Patrick also joined Britannic and became a director. He,
like his father, was a great Methodist supporting both the Birmingham
Central Hall and Cambridge Road Church in Moseley.
He also purchased the Bordesley land and moved to Rowney Green and
was also the one who first launched the Patrick family into the car Industry.
He purchased Edgbaston Garage in Selly Oak and his son Mr Joseph A.M.
Patrick ran it for him. Through his business acumen he created and built up
the Patrick Motor Group in the heyday of the modern motor industry.
Mr J. Alexander Patrick, the present Chairman of PMG Investments Group
(successors to the Patrick Motor Group) recalls his father's love of Peck
Wood and that it was a favourite place for his grandmother to sit in the
summer house, located close to the road, (of course it was much quieter
those days). He also understands that his father & mother enjoyed many
happy walks through the woods during their courting days.
They later built Edgwood Gables in the grounds of the hall and his father
planted the Pine Wood which still exists today.
His aunt Mrs Dorothy Patricia Shakespeare lived in AROSA, the Holloway,
opposite Peck Wood and had a summerhouse where the lay-by is now.
It was Mr J.A.M.Patrick and Mrs D.P.Shakespeare who actually donated
Peck Wood to the Church and signed the Deed of Gift in 1948.
Mr Alexander Patrick is not only the current Chairman of PMG Investments
Group but is also a trustee of the Patrick Trust which is committed to helping
many local and national children's charities.
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Mr Patrick served on the Peck Wood Management Committee for some time
and has continued to take a personal interest in our work right up to the
present time.
The financial support from the Trust has been continuous right from the day
the woods were donated to The Church. In fact we believe without this support
we would not be celebrating our jubilee.
Peck Wood and its visitors has so many reasons to be thankful to the
Patrick Family.
Two visible signs of their generosity are the gates and entrance to the car
park, (pictured on the front cover) and the Log Cabin, (shown below) Both
gifts from the Patrick Trust.
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CHAPTER ..2
THE EARLY YEARS
ARCHIVE HISTORY 1945-1958
U.N. BUILDING A HUT 1959
REV D. HEAD APPEAL
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Early Version Of The Aerial Runway
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ARCHIVE HISTORY 1945-1958.
With Rev Keith Himsworth's kind permission, the current Superintendent
Minister of the Birmingham Central Methodist Church a visit to the
Birmingham Central Library Archives was arranged. Several hours were
spent browsing through minutes of various meetings of the Birmingham
Central Hall.
The first mention of The Alvechurch Woods was at a finance meeting on the
30th July 1945. The Rev Noel Hutchcroft announced that Mr Patrick had
offered a gift of land to be used as a holiday centre, together with E500 in
order that the woods might be preserved. The Superintendent suggested
that it could be linked with, and form the basis of, The Wiseman Memorial. It
was agreed to accept the gift with thanks.
(An interesting note to this, is that the signature on the minutes of this meeting was that
of Mr Charles Terry of Redditch)
The next mention was to the quarterly meeting in October. The
Superintendent reported the gift saying it contained two acres, which could
be used for holiday accommodation, and seventeen acres of woodlands.
The gift of money was to be £100 a year for five years. The location of the
woods was in Alvechurch. At two meetings, during 1946, it was reported that
the transfer of the land was being discussed, the financial prospects looked
at, and trustees would be appointed. Then in 1947 at the finance meeting it
was reported that the transfer of the land had been completed and was
waiting for trustees to be named.
1948 saw £6.000 being raised from the anniversary of which part was for
The Alvechurch Project and In July, the meeting was told that the
question of conveyancing was in hand and would be expediently
executed. Also that Mr Pickering had been appointed secretary of the
project (another link with Redditch).
Although not minuted in the records, the deed of gift was completed and
signed on the 18th of August 1948. (Details of this deed appeared earlier).
1948 also saw the departure of the Rev Noel Hutchcroft and the arrival of
The Rev Dr Maldwyn Edwards.
The following years, very little seemed to happen, just an occasional mention
in the minutes: 1949. The Alvechurch Project was mentioned only once in the
minutes, when it was reported that the mission sports would be held in an
adjacent field, by permission of Mr F.C. Truman as the other land had been
let to a farmer!

Page 21

The death of The Rev N. Hutchcroft was reported in 1950 and a suggestion
was made that a memorial fund in aid of the Alvechurch Project be founded.
(No other mention of this was found so it is assumed that this suggestion was
not taken up)
On the 16th May 1951 it was recorded that a committee had been formed,
The constitution was made up of members of The Central Mission.
On September the 11th.1952 A special extraordinary meeting was called.
The main business on the agenda being the gift of 22 acres of land given by
Mr Patrick. It had been envisaged that it would be used by the Mission as a
whole, with other churches being involved but during the past few years it
was used very little. One reason given for this was difficulty of access. The
hopes of the late Rev Hutchcroft were never realised.
Thanks were expressed to those who had worked and helped to try and
keep the site reasonably tidy. Some suggestions were made.
A.
Make it a holiday centre for old people of the mission.
B.
Make it a permanent home for similar people.
Objection to these were,
Alvechurch is not far enough away from Birmingham to be a holiday
centre....Other municipal schemes are better equipped to deal with these
projects....Such schemes need to be near shops and amenities, not
available in AlvechurchSite is too isolated for a permanent home.
The Rev Maldwyn Edwards then said that 1953 was to be a special year
being the Golden Jubilee of the Central Mission. A better memorial than The
Alvechurch Project could be found for the memory of Dr Wiseman. The
money now in the Alvechurch fund (at this time it was £3.977) which was to
be part of the Wiseman memorial could be better used, i.e. for the organ of
the Central Hall. This was in urgent need of refurbishment at a cost of
£4,000... This he recommended would be more of a fitting memorial. The
Alvechurch trustees had discussed this and would give their permission. It
was then agreed that £3,500 would be taken from the Alvechurch Fund for
the organ fund.
Following this meeting everything seemed to go very quiet with very few
recordings of the Alvechurch Project. The Rev M. Edwards left in 1956 to be
replaced by The Rev Leslie Goy A report in the Quarterly meeting on February
11th1958 said that the YMCA had donated a hut for use on the Alvechurch
site.
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1959. The Rev Goy reported to the quarterly meeting that the U.N.O. had
offered to build accommodation on the site. We have no other mention in
the minutes available, but, we did obtain a newspaper cutting giving the
story of this venture which, by permission of the Redditch Advertiser, was
reproduced in our 1995 newsletter and we reproduce again:
UN BUILDS A HUT
The following article was written by H.H.Gibson and J.C.Gorton for The
Redditch Indicator and published in August 1959.
PEOPLE OF EIGHT NATIONS ARE BUILDING A ROWNEY GREEN CAMP,

Eighteen young people from eight different countries are now building, in
Rowney Green, two bungalows for needy West Indian mothers and children
from Birmingham.
They are working under the auspices of the United Nations Association.
They come from Sweden, Norway, Germany, Holland, Italy, Belgium, South
Africa and England. Five others were expected from Poland and Turkey
It is a truly international working camp of nine men and nine women. A
Guildford student who had hoped to go to Austria on a similar scheme said
the international flavour was just as strong here. The speech problem has
been overcome by signs although English is the basic language.
Leader of the party is Sandra Wallman, from South Africa, now studying
philosophy and anthropology at the London school of economics and who
hopes eventually to work full time for the United Nations. Methodist
Ministers have also been helping at the camp, which ends today until work
is resumed in September. Many trees have already been felled and half a
dozen wide lane s cleared of undergrowth in the 35 acres (?) preparatory to
the building of the bungalows. "This was necessary" explained Miss
Wallman "To make the grounds accessible and for the convenience of the
people who eventually use them"
Work began a month ago and has gone on so quickly that it is hoped to
have the two bungalows ready for use by the time the camp ends in
September
The day begins for the campers at 7am when they prepare for breakfast.
Afterwards they work until 1pm for lunch. Supper is at 6pm and lights out at
11pm But after a hard days physical labour, building bridges across
streams, making wooden steps and digging the foundations for the
bungalows most of the working campers are ready for bed by 10pm.
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As a bicycle is the only means of transport the evening leisure is restricted to
discussions and listening to partly static radio but there have been trips to
Hewell Grange, Stratford and Birmingham. Several have been made to
Redditch to dances at the Palace and to a film show given by a local
man.Rowney Green villagers have also entertained them. They have also
provided the workers with hot baths and food and one resident even baked a
birthday cake for one of the campers.
"The villagers have been very good to us and have been very interested in
our work. Several have been to see what we have been doing," said Miss
Wallman "Local farmers have also been kind and have loaned tools and a
scythe". As a small token of gratitude the camp organised a barbecue to
which villagers and other interested people were invited, for this occasion an
outside fire was built.
Much of the cooking is done out of doors and an outside kitchen has been
built where meals are cooked on portable gas stoves. The cost of the meals
is borne by the United Nations Association and consist of national dishes
cooked in turn. Though stew does not find favour with the British, the foreign
visitors think it as a "piece de resistance". All the meals are eaten outside
under the trees.
One trouble is fetching and carrying water, but one great convenience for
the men is an electric razor, unusual in a camp of this sort. This is some
compensation for them after a night's sleep on a very hard bed in a
dormitory exposed to the wind and weather.
The dormitories have had to be specially adapted from old huts and the
roofs have had to be repaired, When the weather is inclement the women's
dormitory is used as a communal meeting and eating room.
"Luckily" said Miss Wallman " We have only lost two hours work through rain
and we are keeping well ahead of schedule".
U.N.A. official said" This camp is an experimental one, usually in foreign
countries we work with an actual family and refugees, building a house for
them. This is a more impersonal effort where we are putting up buildings for
people we have not
When building is completed The Birmingham Central Mission, who, own the
property will be responsible for choosing future inhabitants. These would be
West Indian mothers and children who live in overcrowded conditions and
are in need of a holiday.
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After several appeals for information on this event we received the following
letter.
In 1955 we, The Mustins, came to live in Rowney Green. We joined in all the
village activities. At that time Amy and Geoffrey Randall of "Corner, Hollow"
had coffee mornings in their garden during the summer months. During one
of these they asked for volunteers willing to let
overseas students, who
were coming to build huts in Peck Wood, take baths in their home. Jean and
Rick Skinner, Bert and myself were among the volunteers. We took in a
Dutch boy and a Norwegian into our home. We invited them to meals and
took them drives in the countryside. We corresponded with them when they
returned home for some time. When the work was finished, all the people
who had shown them hospitality were invited to a farewell evening party. I
remember we sat on logs around a campfire, and we were given Indonesian
stew. Happy memories Happy days.

It was during a visit to Norman & Frances Jenkins, who ran the village shop
in Rowney Green during the 1950's that they recalled some memories of
Peck Wood. In particular the time when a lot of people from all over the
world came to do some work there. Norman remembers being asked if he
could take them out. He said he only had a van but willingly offered to take a
party out. He arranged a visit to Fort Dunlop.
On arriving, at The Fort Dunlop factory, with 14 young people in the back of
his van, he was surprised to find a reception of directors' ready and waiting
to escort them round the factory. It was a successful event and the directors
of Dunlop were very pleased to have had the opportunity of taking the
foreign visitors round their factory.

Another occasion Norman & Frances talked about was when two teenage
youths were working, for two days, in the pouring rain, doing voluntary work
for their D of E award. They called in the shop to see if they could buy
something to eat. They did not sell them anything but invited the boys in for
a meal and took them into the kitchen, where they could dry their clothes.
They eventually stayed the night sleeping in the kitchen.
They too, remember the Camp fire and Indonesian stew.
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In 1961. The Rev Leslie Goy was replaced by The Rev David Head as
Superintendent; again we have very little information during this period.
Recently The Rev Donald Eadie had passed to him, (which he kindly
passed on to us), a little folder which was actually an appeal for funds, it
read 35,000,000 people took a holiday last year. It would have been
34,999,970 if it were not for the CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY CAMP, at Peck
wood near Alvechurch.
Over 17,000,000 did not go away from home this year. Some of these
were Birmingham children for whom 'home' is an inner city, crowded,
problem area, waiting to be demolished during the next twenty years.
Thirty such children had their holiday with us.
It happens that we have inherited a 'forest' of 27 acres, near Alvechurch.
For some years young people from downtown Birmingham have camped
there at weekends or gone for a days outing. Last year for the first time 30
children spent a week their in the company of friendly people.
This year 30 more went they spent a day at the seaside, and day at
Evesham. There were games and films and outings. also a parent day.
I asked one girl of 13 what she enjoyed most. She said "The woods"
A change apparently, from city playgrounds and dusty sites. A real
holiday. The adventure of living with other people. Stories and prayers at
bedtime. A different smell. The Woods.
In addition to love and time and hard work- all freely given -it costs money.
Then follows details of the cost of repairs and improvements, Putting in
electricity and water fencing the perimeter and other expenditure very
similar to expenditure which we still have to meet today.
It ended if you would like to share the woods, the happiness and the
privilege of helping please contact me, The Rev, David Head.
A Minister at Shenley Fields, (part of the Central Mission) towards the end of
the Ministry of Rev David Head, was the Rev Wesley Parfitt He recalls a few
visits to The Alvechurch Project but left us with the distinct impression that it
was not very frequently used.
This is probably why we have so little information of this period and this is also
borne out by the successor to Rev Head, in 1965, who was The Rev Ronald
Frost who tells his own story and memories
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CHAPTER 3
THE REGENERATION.

REV RONALD FROST
MISS NELL/E PARLETT
REV JOHN DAVIES
ETHEL & ALAN BUCKLEY
REV DAVID RIGBY
REV ROB FROST
REV BARBARA HALSTEAD
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The Ranch House. Comprising of dining area and fully fitted kitchen.

ROPE CLIMBING FRAME
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THE REGENERATION 1964-1977
The Revd Dr Ronald Frost OBE. Bd. Superintendent Minister of the
Birmingham Central Mission between 1965 & 1977 shares his
memories of Peck Wood.
I had only been Superintendent of the Birmingham Central Mission for a few
days in 1965 when, early one morning the telephone rang, and the voice on
the other end asked if I was the Revd Noel Hutchcroft. Since there had been
three superintendents between Mr Hutchcroft and myself and, that famous
precentor of the Methodist Conference had since died, I was astonished to
be asked this question.
The person on the other end of the phone proved to be an officer of the
Redditch Fire Brigade. He told me that there had been a fire in a woodland
at Alvechurch, and that the property was owned by the Birmingham Central
Mission, and that he had taken the superintendents name and telephone
number from a faded notice board by the gate. Fortunately, my young
colleague, the Revd John Davies knew the location of the woodland, and he
drove me there on a lovely autumn morning. The trees were beautiful in their
September colouring. The notice board was certainly dilapidated and out of
date, and one of the ex army nissan huts was a smouldering ruin.
As we drove back to Birmingham, we contemplated the real value of this
twenty-two acres of unspoiled woodland. It was no surprise to my colleague
that Noel Hutchcrofts' name was still on the notice board. Successive
ministers had seen Peck Wood as a liability.
Apparently Peck Wood was virtually unused. The Brookfield's Scout group
held occasional camps there; Mr & Mrs Parks on rare occasions took
teenagers for a picnic there; and just that summer, John Davies and the
Sunday school teachers from the recently closed Havergal House had
organised a holiday for a group of children which had highlighted the
limitations of the site.
For the next nine months I paid no attention to this situation. There were so
many things to be done that the Alvechurch Woodland was the least of my
priorities. One thing was quite certain, the experimental children's holiday of
the previous year would not be repeated.
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In June 1966, my wife and I celebrated our seventeenth wedding
anniversary by taking a holiday at Westgate in Kent. Sitting on the beach
one morning I read that the schools in Moscow had started their summer
vacation, but the children could only live with their parents if they were away
from school at an adventure camp, where they would be indoctrinated in the
teaching of communism. The object of those camps was to produce a new
generation of Marxists.
Suddenly, the idea came to me that, if camps could be used to teach
Moscow children communism, why couldn't the woodland at Alvechurch be
used to teach Birmingham children Christianity. On my return home, I
shared my vision with Miss Nellie Parlett, the Sunday School
Superintendent of the Birmingham Central Hall, and she adopted the idea
enthusiastically. She found two elderly ladies who said they would be
prepared to cook for us In the ruins of the burnt out hut. (There was an area
that could be fixed up as a kitchen with calor gas stoves.) At the other end
of the fire damaged building was a tiny cubicle, where the two ladies were
prepared to sleep.
Miss Parlett and the Mission Deaconess- Sister Phyllis Williams expressed
a willingness to sleep in the small brick built electricity station that was on
the site. My teenage son and l , together with our faithful dog "Sooty" were
to be housed in a caravan, which was no longer capable of being towed,
specially bought for that purpose . .
The remaining hut then had to be fixed up for the boys, with only one
dormitory it had to be a single sex camp. We bought five ex-army bunk
beds, so that we could accommodate ten boys. They slept along one side
of the hut. And on the other side we placed benches and trestle tables on
loan from the Central Hall
Washing had to be outside on a veranda, and in cold water !!!
A little shack held a chemical toilet bucket, so the facilities were primitive in
the extreme.
On the Friday night, two weeks before the camp was due to start, Miss
Parlett and I set off to select ten boys who could come. It was a revelation to
me, the way Miss Parlett knew her way round the mean streets and
courtyards that then existed where the University of Aston now stands.
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She was like the pied piper with a stream of children following her. With God
given insight she selected the ten boys who could come, Tommy Gardener,
Alan Fulford, and a courageous boy called Davies, who had an iron calliper
on his leg were amongst them. (l wonder where they are now? Ed.).
The first camp was held and was greatly assisted by the purchase of a minibus. The boys parodied the Beatles popular song of the time "we all live in a
blue minibus". The camp proved to be such a success, and aroused so
much enthusiasm within the Mission, that within the following twelve months,
the burnt out hut was replaced, using funds made available from the sale of
Havergal House. Further, better provision for washing and toilet
arrangements were made, so that twelve boys and twelve girls could be
accommodated. The staff quarters still left a lot to be
desired, but such
was the dedication that books, adult team leaders and mini bus drivers were
found, who were willing to put up with the conditions for the good of the
children.
During the next ten years proper trustees were appointed and Mr Patrick, son
of the donor of the woodland took an active interest in the fulfilment of his
fathers idea. (support and interest that has continued to this very day. Ed.) It
had been given to the mission on a "deed of gift" which meant that it would
return to the family estate if his wishes were not fulfilled. These were that any
child who was in need of a holiday in Central Birmingham should be given a
week at Peckwood, Rowney Green (which is the more precise name than
Alvechurch) and while they were there they should learn about the bible.
The property was vastly improved, purpose built dormitories for boys and girls
with adjacent leaders rooms, a purpose built dining hall with an electric
kitchen, a sleeping room for the cooks, a chalet for the bus drivers and a
chalet for my crippled wife and I were built which enabled her to accompany
me on the camps. In addition, flush toilets and ablution rooms, with hot and
cold water were installed.
The site my wife and I left in 1977, was very different from the one to which I
was called after the fire in September 1965. It was God who was making all
of this possible. Difficulty was overcome because of the power of the Holy
Spirit. After the second year the camps were held during each week of the
schools' six weeks summer vacation. Each week, twelve boys and twelve
girls had a holiday and the woods rang with their joy and laughter.
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Each year the activities were designed to teach the children about the
Christian faith, these were intensely practical, one year we studied the early
chapters of St Matthew's' gospel.
The genealogy of Jesus, spread out like a family tree was actually put in place
as children climbed real trees to put them in place. A realistic flight into Egypt
was staged with Roman soldiers trying to prevent Mary and Joseph from
getting the baby from one end of the site to the other. Another year "friendship"
was the theme, bible friendships were brought to life, but not before the
children had discovered what "ship" they were going to study. They did this by
searching for pieces of a wrecked space craft to be found in various parts of
the wood. Another year was based on the story of May Jones and the way
that her determination to own a bible led to the founding of the British bible
society.
Afternoons were spent off the site, swimming, shopping, or visiting some
place of interest, but the rest of the time was involved in games , projects
and competitions on the site. Since we were never in camp on a Sunday, we
went to church on Thursday mornings, for we wanted the children to see the
link between the way we involved them in Christian instruction and what
they found in the church when they got home.
Every day finished with a campfire, in half an hour we sang silly songs, then
the mood changed as we sang "sunshine corner" and gave voice to Christian
choruses old and new. There is no doubt that some children really
surrendered there lives to Christ in these sessions and are still serving him
in their churches in many parts of Britain and abroad today,
None of this could have been possible without the help of the Havergal
Ladies Committee, who worked tirelessly to provide money and equipment,
clothing and wellington boots for the project. Practical help every weekend
during camp was provided by an army of people who went out on Saturdays
to remake the beds, stock up the food, clean the site and get ready for the
Monday intake.
We probably broke all the rules of heraldry, but we were so grateful to the
Patrick Family for making this asset available, we purchased a St Patrick'
flag and superimposed the Methodist shell of pilgrimage on it. This was
hoisted every day that we were in camp.

page 32

Quite apart from the annual camps the site was used on several other
weekends during the year, a teenage bible class was taken for a residential
time when the members could really be challenged to make an act of
commitment to Christ. Those who were committed were called together
again as a climax to their training prior to being confirmed. Sunday school
teachers and youth leaders were trained there and always it was the delight
and beauty of the surroundings that made these events pleasurable as well
as successful
In all these experiences and for the fact that we never had an accident and
no child got us into any trouble that I ultimately want to say

"Thanks Be To God"
FOOTNOTE. It was ,ln 1972 , The Revd Ronald Frost ,who, Under the
Charities Act of 1960 Registered the Alvechurch Children's holiday Camp as a Charity in it's own right. The registration number being 5001788.
It was not until 1993 that the registered name was changed to Peck Wood

The St Patrick Flag with the MAYC Emblem being raised.
Taken from a photograph circa 1964 by Purcell & Betts by courtesy of The Rev. Ronald Frost.
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The finishing touches to the "Havergal Hotel" in 1964

Photograph by Purcell & Betts , By Courtesy of The Rev Ronald Frost.
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MISS NELIE PARLETT MBE
Who was mentioned in The Rev Ronald Frosts' memoirs also writes of her
happy days at Peck wood 1965 to 1977.

I was the Sunday school Superintendent when the Rev Ronald Frost arrived
in Birmingham. I knew that the bluebell woods had been given to the Central
Hall and had visited the woods once or twice. When Mr Frost suggested it
was ideal for a camp for the children in the circuit I wondered how we could
undertake such a scheme.
How could we cope with no buildings or equipment ?, after much discussion
we agreed to experiment with just a small number of lads using the old
tumble down shelters. Yes after one week we realised this project was a
MUST and so preparations were made for the following year.
What a shock when I went out on a fine spring morning and saw the newly
erected shacks. I just turned to my companion and said " I knew our minister
was a magician but have never seen him conjure wooden huts "
The members of the mission gave wonderful support. We had already put
out a SOS for sheets, blankets and towels as well as cutlery and china. Piles
of sheets grew quickly and a pensioner told us that his mother had been a
district nurse and when he was eight years old she had taught him the
"sides to middle" trick using her machine and he would repair all the sheets
on that same machine. For his love of the youngsters.
Through these camps, young and old, all learned many things about the
Christian way of life, many have kept in touch by correspondence or we
sometimes meet in the city. They serve in churches and though some of
them had a very difficult start in life they have now certainly won their way
and been successful and have happy families.
Two youths who made their decisions at our camps to serve their master
were the late Rev David Digby BD and The Rev Robert Frost BD. (Their
stories follow later.ED)
The Rev Barbara Halstead was studying at this time and also felt the call to
service.
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One Sunday morning Mr Frost was walking past Downing Street in London
when he realised the policeman on duty was following him. He was wearing
his clerical collar. Suddenly the officer stopped him and said "Excuse me,
this is not official, but if I say one word to you can you tell me if I am talking
to someone I know Yes said Mr Frost "What is the Word" the reply was
"Alvechurch" Yes ,he was one of our former Sunday School campers.
He was pleased to find that Mr Frost was still alive, and he had met up with
him again, He also asked about Miss Parlett.
There had been an increase of immigrant West Indians in our city Sunday
School and what better opportunities could we have to break down the
barriers between black and white.
Yes, we are pleased that the folk of Bromsgove and Redditch have taken
over and are having a successful adventure.
God blessed us in our efforts and may you and yours be blessed as you
continue his work to lead young folk on life's way.

BUNK HOUSE
This is "Havergal Hotel" Renamed but still going strong 33 years on.

page 36

ETHEL & AUN BUCKLEY.
The first people contacted, when the idea of writing this booklet originated,
were, on the recommendation of The Rev Donald Eadie Chairman of the
District, Ethel and Alan Buckley.
It was a very good choice, Ethel and Alan were able to give invaluable
information, names & addresses of folk who had been involved, supplied
photographs and have generally been most helpful.

They were both members of the Peck Wood management committee for
several years and were involved in supervising letting groups in and out as
well as doing small maintenance jobs etc.
They also, for many years, helped at weekly camps of children from mission
churches and social services when The Revd Ronald Frost was
superintendent. Both of them worked as leaders of small groups with Alan
acting as driver and Ethel the cook. Their own two children went to camp
with them, but were never 'owned' by them, so none of the children who
were not from the Central Hall knew of this fact. Alan was a police inspector
and Ethel a teacher but these facts were never acknowledged either.

Ethel took children from her infant classes in Sandwell, for day visits and on
one occasion was joined by the chairman of the district, The Rev
Christopher Hughes Smith.
They said. (and I quote) "We have wonderful memories of those camps, as
well as remembering the tiredness, carrying all the water from a communal
tap and boiling the water in huge washing boilers, so that everyone could
wash off all the mud etc., before they went to bed. coping with chemical loos
and very damp huts because of overgrown trees, Things did improve during
Revd Alan Broadbent's time, we even had a warden , on site "

Ethel and Alan also tell us the story of one boy in particular, David Rigby.
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REV DAVID RIGBY.

David was brought up in a small terrace house in Brookfields, Birmingham,
the eldest of seven children, Whilst still a child, David found himself without
a mother, and his father was left alone to cope with the children. David took
on much of the role of mother, feeding them and preparing them for school.
He never ceased to be supportive of his family in many ways.

Since a small child David had attended the local Brookfields Methodist
Church, (Then part of The Birmingham Mission.) For many years he spent a
week at the adventure camp in the beautiful woods near Alvechurch., latterly
as a leader. It was there he gave his life to God, and at the age of twelve he
told an amazed Rev Ronald Frost that he felt one day he would be a Methodist
Minister.
When Rev Frost enquired about David's educational possibilities, David's
head teacher forecast that he might get 2 GCSE's at a low grade.. Mr Frost
asked the head teacher to enter him for GCSE 'O' levels and he would tutor
him. Several people provided books and Mr Frost kept his word. David
eventually achieved 'A' levels in school and at Cliff College later becoming a
Bachelor of Divinity (London) by external study. After Cliff College he
worked as a youth evangelist in SouthWest Ireland and then candidated for,
and became a Methodist Minister. His Ministerial training was at Wesley
College Cambridge and he served at South Shields and Brixton London. He
was part of the ecumenical and multi-faith "soup run" for the homeless on
the embankment, a regular visitor to Mildmay Aids unit. He took part of a
sabbatical in The Caribbean to learn more of the background of his
congregation.
Shortly after his sabbatical he was diagnosed as having cancer, he quickly
became very ill. many friends from differing denominations comforted in his
latter days, a few days before he died he gave instruction that his funeral
was to be in Caribbean style, to fit in with the traditions of his church people.
David died on the 18th April 1995, just a month before his 34th birthday.
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For David's Memorial Service . at the Birmingham Central Hall.
attended by many . including members of his Brixton Church. Ethel
wrote and read at the service the following liturgy.
Camp fire was ready to light..
The beautiful woods echoed with the laughter and argument of children.
Bed-time cocoa, sandwiches and treats were prepared.
Soon the fire was lit and the woods were alive with singing, shouts and
laughter.
Supper always tasted like manna from heaven as it was eaten around the
fire in such lovely surroundings.
Bedtime prayers were said and youngsters escorted through the dark woods
to their huts.
They were persuaded to wash and hopefully, settle down for the night,
But one of those evenings was special to a twelve-year-old boy, David,
he found God in these woods, dating back from the end of the ice age,
with ancient bridle paths, used by travellers over the centuries,
and where God has dwelt throughout their existence.
Later in life, David felt God with him as he struggled with studying and
succeeding against all odds.
He felt God with him as he worked and walked by the sea in Ireland and in
the North of England.
He saw God in his wonderful friends at Brixton and the Caribbean.
He also saw God as he gave and found friendship in Mildmay.
His was a short life and a short ministry
often filled with sorrow, but also with many joys.
He had a good sense of humour and an infectious laugh.
David knew God loved him.
He loved God, He loved his family and friends and excluded no one from his
love and care.
We thank God for David.
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ABOVE.. The Rev Chris Hughes Smith (left) takes coffee with Ethel Buckley (in white slacks)
BELOW The children enjoying sandwiches and cakes
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REVD. ROB FROST
The Rev Rob Frost, replying to our appeal for memoirs said that Peck Wood
was a very important place in his own spiritual pilgrimage. He kindly
forwarded to us a copy of his book "When I Can't Pray" and referred us to
the pages where he talks of his experiences at the Alvechurch Camp (Peck
Wood) From this we learned he was bored and fed up with Church life by
the time he was a teenager. He had been taken to church since his early
childhood days and had had enough of it all. He goes on to write.
"I knew everything about Christianity by my mid-teens, but I hadn't met the
Saviour. I had been to so many church meetings that I knew the Bible well,
but I didn't really know Jesus at all.
One weekend our youth group went on a camp to the village of Alvechurch,
just outside Birmingham. It was there that I began to see beyond my Sunday
School religion. In the quietness of the woods I Prayed "I'm not sure if I can
accept it all, Lord... but if you are real, show me"
During the following year he moved from a vague belief to a more living
faith in Christ. At the teenage discussion groups ,he was always the
argumentative sceptic but gradually became more and more convinced
that Jesus was someone very special. He says.
"My Christian friends convinced me to take Jesus more seriously and to
search for him with all my heart . As I met more and more believers, began
to want the kind of relationship with Jesus which they so obviously had.. I
knew that my intellectual assent to Jesus was not enough because I hadn't
really put my faith in him.
Things came to a head when we went back to the camp at Alvechurch at
Easter. On Easter Sunday morning I heard an elderly Deaconess preach
about the risen Jesus, and the story of the resurrection suddenly made
sense to me.
After lunch I took time out from the rest of the group and went for a walk in
the woods. I found the same place in the wood were I had prayed before, but
this time I prayed, 'Lord, I give to you my life. All that I am, And all that I ever
hope to be'. I knelt and .asked Jesus to be my Friend and Saviour.
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For the first time I glimpsed the reality of the living Saviour who died for me
and who could enter my life in a new and powerful way. There was no
dramatic experience, just a new sense of peace and closeness to
Jesus........There in the stillness of the forest, I met Jesus Christ. He became
a real friend to me for the. first time I believed his great promise "l will never
leave you nor forsake you.' I took him at his word.

The Revd. Rob Frost is now a Methodist National Evangelist, Leader of the
annual holiday event "Easter People" and "Seed Teams". He takes over 500
people on the "Share Jesus Missions" each year. Every Sunday he hosts the
programme "Frost on Sunday" on Premier Radio and is the author of a
number of Religious books----.And it all started at Peck Wood..!!
Thanks be to God.

Bluebells at Peckwood
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The Following is based on a Poem Written By The Rev Barbara
Halstead In August 1977
This is the place -even when we are old - we shall remember we were close
to God. In winter time when all was stark and seemingly almost dead, then it
was quiet„ empty almost and peaceful, in the sleep of dormant things.
But even then, amidst the stripped bare trees, there was hope and promise
to be fulfilled, come spring.
Not for long the stillness lay, for soon almost too soon,(for time goes by
so quickly)The first signs came of surging life within the woods.
The leaves burst forth, birds were busy and bluebells carpeted the wide
expanse of earth.
Our woods in springtime are a noisy, chattering scene of much activity and
then, almost before we knew it, Summer's richness was awakened full.
To the many other wonders Alvechurch knew, came children, cheerful,
noisy, busy and alert, yet wondering (as we do) at the beauty of it all
And to God's miracle of woodland, other miracles were added, some
youngsters came to learn of love, and found in learning, freedom and
delight.
Again, to young and old, time seemed to hurry by, summers were gone the
autumn came.
In the fruitful richness and crackling trees, deserted nests and seemingly
careless unconcern, we learned again something of God's plan.
For we found that in its dying, in the seeds and fruit of trees there is promise
still, of newness yet to come.
These lovely things- and many more - we shall remember when we are old,
and in memory, we shall come again, stealing quietly into these woods,
knowing that in this place we have been specially close to God.
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The Revd. John D. Davies MA, who was mentioned in the Rev Ronald
Frosts story, responded to our appeal in The Methodist Recorder..
I was a probationer in the Birmingham Mission and had the privilege and
responsibility of sharing in the Alvechurch camps in 1965 and 1966. I had
great joy in sharing excitement of some 30 children each year, and seeing the
wonder in some eyes as they had new experiences of the countryside. Milk
really comes from a cow ! The river trip near Evesham was entry into a
wonderland of flora and fauna.
The holidays were taken from Monday to Monday. On my second visit we
held a Worship/Sunday School session in the camp
on Sunday
morning. In the evening I was to conduct the service at Rowney Green. and
so after tea in the hut I read through my notes and was dressing -- putting
on the clerical shirt ,then the stock and clerical collar, At that moment a
young man I had shared a happy week with came running into the hut.. He
slid to halt. I feel Larry Olivier would have had difficulty in running through
the facial changes in that young lad's reaction to what he was facing. There
was the usual excitement, then stunned bewilderment and the silent
puzzlement as he ran out again.." Quick quick " He's purring 'is vicarage on"
Others came to inspect and discern the truth that I was one of 'THEM'
After ordination I went to Shebbar College as a full-time teaching chaplain.
during the Autumn/Winter Alvechurch suffered from vandalism and the
holiday for 1967 was in doubt. I had become aware however, that after
completion of 'O' and 'A' level exams boys ,who were about to leave ,were
given some days leave before they returned for speech day. They had to
submit plans for the way they would spend that time. I spoke to some of the
senior lads and we took the matter up with the head. I was allowed to bring
a minibus load of boys to Alvechurch and to undertake repairs and
decorating and work on the undergrowth, so the holiday was made safe.
One of the lads had never been further than Taunton ( he was a Channel
Islander) and none had ever seen the likes of Balsall Heath, Small Heath
and Nechells through which I had to drive to take them to the Central Hall
Sunday Evening Service. They had a competition to see who could claim to
be the first to see three white faces , They were able to learn as had the
inner city children on their visits to the Alvechurch Camps.
Alvechurch has happy memories and I hope Peck Wood may bring joy to
many over the next 50 years
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CHAPTER 4
THE TURBULENT YEARS
1977-1985
REV MARK WAKELIN
THE JOHN ROBINSON STORY
THE ALVECHURCH BYPASS
THE YEARS OF CHANGE
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The swings
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THE Revd. MARK WAKELIN
The Rev Mark Wakelin. Currently the National Secretary of The Methodist Church
Division Of Education and Youth records his memories..

I have the happiest memories of Peck Wood in the late 70's. I was just out of
university spending a year in the real world before going to Theological
college.
The Superintendent of the Central Hall, Alan Broadbent, felt we should make
more use of Peck wood. It was in a poor state of repair and was used by the
mission for a few weeks every year. My job was to effect some repairs, sort
out the wood and get more people to use it.
My first task was to stop an over enthusiastic timber merchant clearing the
entire wood. My second was to repair with, coat hangers, a dozen bunk
beds and paint the lot a lovely green colour. The main huts were re roofed
and we even managed to acquire a small swimming pool which was filled, to
the delight of a party of children, by the local fire brigade. Patrick Motors
came to our aid with some splendid new mattresses and decent covers. I
prepared a publicity brochure and sent it to every junior school in
Birmingham and waited. The response was not fantastic but it soon built up
so that the wood was being used most weekends and the odd week during
term time. The annual bible club holidays kept going with much help from
The Salvation Army.
At the time Hived in the Central Hall in Birmingham where most of my time
was spent doing detached youth work and I had to cycle out to the site to let
people in. I occasionally cadged a lift.- eventually got a small motorbike of
which I became immensely fond. Occasionally I persuaded, Judith my newly
found wife, to drive her excellent Skoda to meet some new school party and
show them how to turn off the gas.
AT PECK WOOD...
• I have cooked for forty for a week
• Led Bible clubs with a variety of different types of Christian groups (some
very strange ones indeed)
• Looked after a wood with, fallen Elm, Bluebells, Silver Birch, Old Oaks
and Pine.
• Became A booking clerk and hotelier
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Organised midnight wildlife hunts.
Made friends with Rowney Greeners
Introduced children to the beauty of moths
Tied up tyres on to old trees to make swings
Cycled up a steep slope more times than I care about
Repaired Bunk Beds
Unblocked sinks
Cleaned Lavatories
Sat and sunbathed to the sound of happy children.

I kept my interest over the next few years while at Queens college persuading
them to run one of the summer Bible weeks at the woods. My best effort was
to find the funding and caravan so that John Robinson, my brother-in-law,
could come and be the first resident warden.
A position he served with ability and enthusiasm far beyond the call of duty
Dorothy recalls that soon after his arrival, John had called to say that he had
met a lady walking through the middle of the wood. He was very excited
because she had told him that she had just found a medieval ditch and
bank, dug in the twelfth century. She was Dr Pam Gough from Bromsgrove
who was researching landscape history and she had found the Bishop of
Worcester's deer park, having previously examined two maps. dated 1701
and 1704. deposited respectively in the Worcestershire and Warwickshire
County Public Record Offices
• Another response to our article in The Methodist Recorder came from
Christine Wright
who regularly visited Peck Wood during the early years of the Rev Alan
Broadbent's Ministry She was a student at the time and they went in term time
to study but also remembers the beauty of the Bluebells, the fun of the bonfire,
and the delight in attending the Chapel in Rowney Green
(We are pleased to have awakened happy memories for many people. ed.)
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THE JOHN ROBINSON STORY.
The contribution by The Rev. Mark Wakelin leads us up to the John Robinson story.

To introduce John we reproduce an abridged version of his document
"Peck Wood News" (undated) but from the text it must have been at the
end of 1979 or early 1980
Dear Friends,
Because Peck Wood is so far away from The Central Hall, and I am living
there in order to look after and develop the place, there is a danger that you
may lose touch with what is happening there. Hence I thought I'd try to keep
you up to date with the wood.
The most obvious changes are that the huts have been decorated and the
warden's caravan is on the site and almost ready, and "Friends of the Earth"
have started a tree nursery. We had an offer from the Oxford John Wesley
Society to decorate the huts, hence it was a good opportunity to repair any
damage, make safe wiring and start 1980 fresh and clean. The caravan has
been slow to complete, due to the abundance of other work, but I should be
comfortable in it next month. The tree nursery is very exciting; we will be
able to provide good, strong stock wood for the wood- some areas badly
need young trees and also supply some trees to Friends of the Earth who
have projects in the city.
There is much to do in the woods themselves and several improvements to
make to the cabins, before Peck Wood Youth Adventure Centre really
shows its full potential.
I have to sort out "First things First". John then goes on to make a list of
needs, repairing buildings and clearing woodlands, and planning future
woodland management much the same as the list in our 1997 newsletter!
He continues:Living in the wood is a great joy in itself, though there are
hardships, but what is more rewarding is the joy of children who come. The
freedom is exhilarating for them and makes such a difference- as some of
you who have been involved in the summer camps will know. lt is a splendid
Christian witness- both direct and indirect.
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He then tells something of groups who came, what they did and the effects
of these visits on the youngsters finally, he ends by saying.
I am not at Peck Wood to run it as my "job" but to enable it to be a real,
integral part of our mission, So I ask, in all sincerity for your Christian
involvement, whether in physical activity, suggestions or spreading news of
the wood and it's work.
(Words which are just as relevant today as they were in 1980. Ed).
John was a visionary. he wrote a comprehensive 10 page document (Circa
1981/2) too long to include fully, although worthy of inclusion. but we will try
to give an abridged version, hoping that it will not detract too much from its
importance.
In the introduction John explained why he had written the document, which
was mainly that he felt there was a need to clarify the way ahead. The deed
of gift, which has been reproduced at the beginning of this publication,
covers three areas,1.A Youth Centre for Holiday. 2. A place for meetings
and conferences for youth workers. 3. A holiday home for people of any age
who need rest or holidays. To date it had been used for all three (but mainly
for holidays for young people) This was too wide a range for the staff and
resources available.
In his "Vision" he says society had changed in the past 30 years, meeting
of the needs are different. Society is imbalance, we have concentrated on
the physical world at the expense of the spiritual producing a lack of
wholeness. He sees the kingdom as one of wholeness, beauty and love,
there are glimpses around in all aspects of life and it is our task to build on
these . He sees Peck Wood as an ideal place to do this.
In a society divided by so many labels all reflected in the areas we live,
work and play. We can use the wood to side step these divisions, where
people meet, sharing a common experience, The imbalance is reflected in
how we produce and eat our food. We have goats, rabbits, chickens and
ducks at the woods. Many of the children who come didn't know where milk
came from, or eggs, they imagined all food was made in a factory. He
visualised expanding the "farm" by renting or purchasing nearby fields,
growing crops and rearing animals creating a more whole way of life that
people could get involved with.
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This would require investment and involvement of people. A community house
attached to the wood could result in day to day management of the farm we
could demonstrate more healthy food by cooking for groups holidaying in the
wood "Help grow your own food". Digging for your own tea is an eye opener
for city kids.
He finishes the Vision talking of farming techniques in contrast to modern
farming systems, as with food also with energy, utilising solar and wind
energy production.
His final paragraph:- I therefore see us living out a real alternative to present
society and in a way as to encourage others to live their own, this all being
based on god's love for the whole creation. The community would live this
through a strong inner life and service.
The next few pages of John's document covered possible alternatives to the
way the wood could be managed and a picture of the buildings and their
condition also suggestions for additional or replacements, many of these
have been covered in the intervening years.. An article on the woodland
then followed, giving some of its history which has already been noted
earlier in this publication.
The final part of John's document covered among other things, Public
Relations.
There is an essential job of communication to; the local people, the Mission,
other churches, visiting groups and the public generally. Rowney Green
villagers did not know what went on at the wood and were not encouraged
to find out. This built up suspicion and distrust, which did not bode well for
people staying at the wood. Add to this the difficult nature of some of the
campers here, and you have a potentiality disastrous situation. Since we
have opened the wood up to locals, informed them of what we are doing
and involved them in activities, we have made friends instead of enemies,
There is constant work to do here. especially when children raid apple
trees, but several locals now add an understanding voice to talk in the
village
( I add this in full. as we are today very conscious of the relationship between
Peck Wood and the local people, We regularly add a contribution to the
"Calling Oak" which is the local Rowney Green monthly newsletter. .. Ed)
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It is obvious that during this period a lot of thought, care and attention was
being given to the woods. More groups were being encouraged to visit and
bring along young people to enjoy the beauty of the site. Over all this a large
shadow was cast, "The Alvechurch By Pass" A special article of this saga
follows, but it was John who first heard about it and began raising the alarm
and began to organise protests about the route that was envisaged.
However. all was not well, The Rev Alan Broadbent. Superintendent of the
Birmingham Central Mission wrote to Mrs Jan Denning who is a local
resident of Rowney Green and was the secretary of Peck Wood at the time,
asking for a special meeting of the committee, as "Developments that are
now taking place at Peck Wood about which the committee should be
informed and have the opportunity to give its approval or otherwise" and the
letter ends "It is rather difficult to maintain a tight reign on the management
of Peck Wood But I think we must try"
The Chairman of the District, The Rev Chris Hughes Smith wrote to Jan
asking for minutes of meetings be sent to him so he would be kept informed
, when he was unable attend meetings. His letter also covered some other
concerns. such as the formation of the committee and suggested that a
possibility would be for the District Education and Youth Committee to
confirm nominations that come from Peck Wood and any other source On
finance he queried whether Peck Wood was strong enough to stand on it's
own feet apart from The Central Hall. He said that we have the most
enormous resource in the person of John Robinson and his sacrificial self
understanding and it would be a pity if we wasted this resource by not being
clear what we are about. He then writes about some of the "Dreams" and
suggested we are in danger of proceeding piecemeal without policy
decisions. He writes" My own anxiety is to get Peck Wood on an even keel
following a course where all parties, including the members of the committee
who reside locally, can share wholeheartedly in the work. The threefold
responsibility that seems to be developing looks dangerously near the limit
of our total strength. The effect of this will mean that when the next crisis
occurs. as it will, we have no reserve of thought or will. I should hate to
proceed along that path. My suggestion therefore is that in the next months
we make sure that we have an adequate committee. with a nominated
executive to which John can refer, and that we appoint a vice-chairman who
can consult as necessary, and can pursue and fulfil the agreed aims of the
committee.
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Unfortunately little is known about what happened next we have been
unable to find any minutes of the committee meetings until April 1983 when
a meeting attended by Jan Denning, David Edden, Jim Grant and John
Robinson made some proposals on the development of educational
resource materials based on Peck Wood and its environs were issued.
A task group was commissioned to develop them and report to the
management committee early 1984.
Whether they did or not is not known as the next information we could trace
was in mid 1984, when John left our employment after a dispute over terms
and conditions following his marriage

'Making Wav For The By-pass.
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THE ALVECHURCH BY-PASS SAGA 1979-1992
The first item in our records referring to the Alvechurch by-pass is a letter
dated 12/11/79 sent by Mr John Robinson (the then warden ) to the County
Surveyor. The content of that letter was that he had heard there was to be a
by-pass and that it would probably involve Peck Wood and he asked for
details.
The reply from the County Surveyor said that the former Worcestershire
County Council had approved, in principal, a line for a by-pass in 1972 but
no planning procedures or detail of design had been done, but it was
currently expected that the line would be within your interest i.e. Peck
Wood..
Further similar letters followed in 1981, 1982 and 1983.
Towards the end of 1983, Peck Wood's fears were confirmed, the
suggested line for the by-pass was made known, the proposed road would
completely cut Peck Wood in half!!! Then followed protests and newspaper
headlines such as "centre battle.. Road is threat to adventure wood" public
meetings were held for people to express their opinions. One significant
meeting took place at Peck Wood in April 1984 when members of the
management committee and the parish council met with members of the
highways department and Department of Transport, a very long and detailed
meeting which culminated with the county Engineer saying "it was a useful
meeting and had put flesh on the bones " and that the arguments must be
put to the planning committee and the result would be published in a week
or two.
In August 1984 the Redditch Weekly Advertiser carried an article with the
headline "Peck Wood could delay new road" the article went on to say
because of ancient woodland standing in the way of the path for the new
road and after many objections county hall had decided to look again at the
scheme.
This was good news for Peck Wood but Mr Hal Miller MP the Bromsgrove
member of parliament expressed disappointment that this might mean
delays, although understanding the threat to ancient woodland, was
naturally worried about any threat to the construction of this vital road.
At this point, Mrs Dorothy Snaddon, a local resident and neighbour who has
served Peck Wood for many years and is a member of the current
management committee takes up the story with her personal memories
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THE ALVECHURCH BY-PASS SAGA Contd.
There was an unexpected knock at my door just before the County council's
public exhibition of alternative routes for the proposed Alvechurch bypass on
1st & 2nd March 1985. My visitor was Jan Denning who had been managing
Peck Wood, virtually alone, for some months. Jan and her husband, a local
Parish Councillor, had been filmed by BBC Television about the proposed
route and now she had come to ask me to attend the exhibition when the
unit would be filming again.
I had every intention of visiting the exhibition. I had lived opposite to Peck
Wood since 1966 and my husband and I had enjoyed the occasional walk
through the woodland, having been asked by The Revd Ronald Frost to
inform him of any problems arising there. A warden with a caravan arrived in
September 1979. He introduced himself as John Robinson, brother in law of
the curate at the Central Methodist Mission, He became a good friend to us
in the following year during my husband's terminal illness and the later
difficult years. John was soon to become well known in Rowney Green,
welcoming visitors to the wood and forming a management committee to
help him with his work. He was very upset to learn that the proposed
Alvechurch was to pass through Peck Wood.
By the spring of 1984, when a route for the bypass was advertised, Peck
Wood was thriving, with several people helping John to cope with many
school visits and to care for goats, ducks, chickens and other animals. A few
days later, I gave John a lift in my car to County Hall where we were shown
the plans and the officers asked about the most valuable parts of the
woodland. They followed this up with queries to specialists, because there
was considerable opposition to the plans.
Now the County Council was about to exhibit plans for possible alternative
routes. Route 6, the route advertised in 1984, would split Peck Wood in half
and destroy the most valuable area, so making the remnants relatively
worthless. Chris Baines, who had been working in Peck Wood with his
landscape architect students of Birmingham Polytechnic, had interested the
BBC film unit in the bypass proposals and it seemed they wanted banners
strung up across the lane for visual effect. John who had led the appeal to
save Peck Wood in 1984, was no longer warden and Jan and Pat Denning
were worried that the Rev Alan Broadbent, the then incumbent at Central
Hall, was receiving advice that was not in the best interest of the woodland.
Jan knew that I was a professional biologist and so she had come to me in
the hope that I might give her some support.
page 56

The M42 was being built, so was the bypass really necessary ? Who would
make the relevant decision ? How could we influence this decision ? We
could see no value in making a public demonstration and, from the extremes
to which present-day demonstrators proceed without success, we think we
came to the correct conclusion. The salient requirement was to persuade the
decision makers and their advisors of the proper course of action.
It seemed that there was no way in which the building of the bypass could be
prevented and the most we could hope for was the best possible route having
regard to all considerations .discussions with County Council surveyors, in
whose discretion the decision mainly lay ,revealed that Ministry of Transport
officials were pressing hard for the plans to be quickly passed, probably
because British Leyland wanted an improved road link between Longbridge
and Oxford as the M42 had not yet been finished and the route of the car
transporters went through Alvechurch Village. The County Council did not
want a public enquiry because of the cost and length of time involved.
Posters had been pasted round Alvechurch by the "Save Alvechurch Action
Group" saying "Alvechurch Bypass -- Do you want the village centre to be
just a large traffic island". This group was lobbying hard for route 6, the route
originally advertised and the parish council ran an informal poll of public
opinion, against the advice of the County Council officers, in whose
experience such polls had been detrimental to the project in hand.
In the poll route 6 received 220 votes, with routes 9. 9A. 7. &8 receiving 165,
74, 80, 29 votes respectively. The Parish Council meeting on the following
Monday was attended, unusually by a number of other parishioners but
several councillors were absent through illness.
After a debate the Parish council formally selected route 9 which avoided
bisecting Peck Wood. Our District Councillor was asked to communicate this
to the District Council.
Thinking objectively about the situation, one wondered about other local
considerations. this being an acknowledged area of great landscape value. It
is also in the Green Belt round Birmingham and there is a ever present threat
of development. The ideal route through this rural area would not divide Peck
Wood, would avoid the site of medieval fish ponds and take as little
agricultural land as possible, so that the economy of the farms would not be
damaged. This might have been achieved by realignment of route 9.
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The day after the meeting Jan and I kept an appointment at County Hall to
find out whether this would be possible. We were delighted when favourable
comments were made
It was a set back to learn that on May the 2nd, the District council had voted
for route 6 to be adopted (but stating that it would accept route 9 if it seemed
that there would be a lot of objections to route 6)
Two days earlier, in a programme transmitted by BBC Television under the
title of "Anatomy of a protest" it was reported that "Peck Wood was safe but
it could have easily been otherwise. An interview with Jan and Pat Denning
was shown ,also an interview with residents who lived below Peck Wood
along the main road (the A441} and these residents were now writing letters
to the County Council. lobbying hard for route 6. A visit to Ann Brown, the
producer of the programme, revealed that one of these people worked with
her at the BBC.
So how much was it worth fighting to save Peck Wood? How many people
wanted Peck Wood to be destroyed? Or indeed saved?
Peck Wood was certainly worth saving. Apart from the pleasure and value
it gives to the lives of children and adults, the major part of Peck Wood is
some of the most valuable kind of habitat in Britain today and its proximity
to the city makes it even more valuable. This was confirmed without doubt,
by Worcestershire Nature Conservation Trust. It has never been ploughed
and has been woodland ever since trees first grew here after the last ice
age. Its value lies in the great diversity of the plants and animals within the
site, not necessarily in the age of the trees themselves.
Talking informally to various neighbours, it seemed that a lot of local people
were concerned about the fate of the woodland and so we decided to ask
people to sign a petition in support of route 9. Two hundred and ten
signatures were gathered in a couple of days and 95% of people
approached signed enthusiastically. We were concerned that our newly
elected County Councillor had been misinformed, and she agreed to meet
a small group of residents for a discussion. She asked why the County
Council had proceeded in the way that it had and the answer was because
the County Surveyors had not known until they advertised the route in May
1984 that the major part of Peck Wood was ancient woodland. We were
able to give her some basic information about woodlands, published by the
Nature Conservancy Council. and refer her to the County Council officer
who could brief her more fully.
From that time on, she supported route 9/A
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We took the petition to County Hall on 13th June when we discovered that
supporters of route 6 were also petitioning the County Council.
The next County SPAT (Strategic Planning and Transportation Committee)
meeting was on June 26 That committee agreed to seek planning permission
for an amended route known as 9B. This was advertised on 8th August, giving
people 28 days for people to object to the route.
This prompted one resident to write an open letter to householders along the
A441, with a copy of his letter of eleven objections to the amended route. He
called on others to write in support of his objections.
The continuation of the A441 from Cobbs Farm to Redditch is a dangerously
busy road (which has still not been bypassed.) Some residents along the
length of road called a meeting in Alvechurch Village Hall to discus their
particular situation
This meeting on 19th August was attended by about thirty other people led
by the aforementioned resident, They tried to "take over" the meeting.
Eventually they were asked to leave, which they did, but continued their ad
hoc meeting very noisily outside. These people formed themselves into
another group, know as the "Alvechurch A441 Action Committee" (absorbing
the Save Alvechurch Action group) and advertised a public meeting in the
village hall on 28th The village hall was full although a number of residents
attended just to observe and listen. There were eight on the platform and
they all stated they wanted the road further away from their homes and
stated that Peck Wood was of no value.
Mr Andrew Fraser of Worcestershire Nature Conservation Trust told the
meeting that Peck Wood was of great value, with the result people opted for
routes 7 or 8 which would have cut through secondary woodland nearer the
huts. Our County Councillor then warned them not to be too confident
because "the conservation movement is very, very powerful" The social
atmosphere in the parish was deteriorating rapidly. Old friends and families
were divided in their opinions, insults and threats were frequent and the
"Bush telegraph" was working overtime! Some found the stress almost too
much to bear. We were advised by a County Council officer that they would
be seeking opinions of the Ministry of Agriculture and nature conservation
organisations. He said it was very rare that a public enquiry would come
about just from pressure of a group of people, not landowners. He also said
that all previous communications would be taken into consideration, inferring
that supporters of route group 9B need take no further action.
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The Parish Council endorsed route 9B on the 2nd September by a vote of
12: 1, with a request that the road be built quickly. At that time all County
councillors were in favour of this route. Objections were again received from
the A441 Action Group who requested a site inspection and presented
another petition, as result the councillors opinion became divided. The only
large conservation organisation to have responded to the County Council's
earlier letter was the Worcestershire Nature Conservation Trust. We
discovered this one Friday morning; our phones began to buzz and
typewriter keys started clicking. My group of friends took to the doorsteps
again and by Monday morning a petition reinforcing substantial support for
route 9B was before the County council officers. Next the "Grape-vine" told
us a coach load of A441 Action Group supporters were planning to attend
the next SPAT meeting, complete with banners.
I knew of a biologist who lectured at a local university on the politics of
conservation so we asked his advice. He said we should lobby every County
Councillor, that we should send a press statement to all local editors and
that we should go to County Hall ourselves but not to speak to the press. He
said the press always misinterpreted verbal interviews so we should hand
out written statements to any journalist present. There was a journalist, a
press photographer, and ten objectors.
The Alvechurch bypass was first on the agenda. We listened with growing
elation to the proceedings of the meeting. We realised that the County
Council had received letters supporting route 9B from major bodies, namely
the Countryside Commission, The Nature Conservancy Council, the Ministry
of Agriculture, and the Council for the Protection of Rural England. The
Council then voted by 18 votes to 1 in favour of granting planning permission
for this route
The one dissenter said he did not believe the bypass was needed, but the
officers stated that with the opening of the M42, the County Council could be
accused of failing to anticipate a dangerous situation if the bypass was not
built.
During the past six months twenty individuals (some being officers of large
organisations) played a vital role in saving Peck Wood. For all these people,
some named others anonymous, we have great admiration for their dedication and
give grateful thanks for all the hard work they undertook. But although it seemed
the fight was over, the battle was not yet fully won. There was a lull in the
proceedings and it was destined to raise its head again in 1989
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THE ALVECHURCH BYPASS SAGA PART 2
After a three year lapse news came that the bypass was to be wider than
originally planned, it would be dual carriageway not a three lane road. How
would this affect Peck Wood. In January 1989 Dorothy Snaddon, Jan
Denning and David Roberts met Roger Wood the County surveyor for
Hereford & Worcester County Council and Andrew Fraser from The Nature
Conservation Trust.
The lower end of the wood had been pegged out with the possible route of
the proposed bypass . The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the
impact this route would have on Peck Wood and to see what should be
preserved if possible. One or two rare trees may be lost (rare in sense of
unique in the wood) The yew tree which will stand at the top of the
embankment will be kept. An effort will be made to preserve the wild service
tree . Peck Wood will lose about one and half acres of land and some good
trees. It would be necessary for to employ an agent to negotiate with the
County. Also to have the standing timber valued. We shall probably benefit
more if we sell the timber before the contractors move in. We asked Abbey
Forestry to value the timber and Victor Powell to be our agent. We needed
to do some preparatory work before any contractors came. This was
undertaken straight away( with the help of Andrew Fraser), The County
Council funded this work.
In May 1990 the compulsory purchase order arrived, we agreed not put in
any objections , but would co-operate fully to obtain the best possible deal
for the woods.
John Wyatt, the Peck Wood treasurer negotiated with the County Council
over the terms of the compulsory purchase order and got an agreement to
sell the land to the council and for Peck Wood to fell the trees and sell the
timber separately. By October we had received a number of offers from the
County council and timber merchants.
But all this was put on hold. A public enquiry was being held. Dorothy
Snaddon represented Peck Wood, she was thanked for her efforts, There
was a possibility than the project could be cancelled and/or the route
amended. We did not see the result of this enquiry but in September 1991
we received news that we could no longer use the land at the bottom of the
wood and we should remove the trees affected by the proposed route of the
bypass
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Prior and Rickets were commissioned to sell the timber and arrange the
felling. We had several offers for the timber but Chandler Timber of Crewe
made the highest bid of £3456,This was immediately accepted and a
contract signed
The County Council then decided eight of the trees would be better left for
screening, we had to tell them that they no longer belonged to us and they
would have to negotiate with Chandler Timber.
The land was eventually sold to The County Council for El 500, but as it was
the property of The Methodist Church the money went to the property
division in Manchester, The chairman contacted them and the proceeds of
the sale were transferred into a trust fund in the name of Peck Wood.
This was then the end of our involvement in the bypass except that when
the work started they did not fence off our land before starting, This was an
agreement due to the danger of children visiting the woods while work was
in progress straying into the area now owned by the County Council. This
oversight was remedied without any delay.
As agreed the County surveyors had the embankments and cuttings
landscaped and planted with species to blend with the surrounding
countryside. Some unusual trees were saved including wild service trees
and a very large crab apple tree, considered to be the largest in the county.
Plans were made to save a four hundred year old yew tree but it had a
narrow escape from destruction. Had it not been for the shouts of a vigilant
local forester working nearby, an excavator would have removed it because
instructions had not been properly transmitted or understood. Happily the
yew tree was saved and is still growing high on the embankment - a local
feature, as the surveyors intended.
During the road construction, a tunnel was installed which allows animals
to reach the river and the remains of their old feeding grounds. Before it
was fenced off, the land adjoining the road was compacted with heavy
machinery and it is taking some time to recover, but foxgloves have
bloomed there in profusion and now we have found that wood anemones
have survived as well.
Brownies from Redditch have planted saplings there, so we have named
that area "The Brownie Spinney" and we look forward to the time when
the oaks are established trees.
So after around fifteen years of indecision , problems, and protests we can
really say " The fight is over. The battle won " We now live in peace with the
bypass.
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THE YEARS OF CHANGE 1981-1988
Whilst the Alvechurch Bypass Saga was in progress life carried on in Peck
Wood.
A management meeting in September 1981 told of the increasing usage of
Peck Wood and also the amount of work being done and still needed to be
done. Help was forthcoming from St Francis School on a weekly basis, The
Abbey High School from Redditch also sent some boys on a community
service project John Robinson had been to a number of churches giving
talks about his work and would be visiting Quinton Methodist Church to
launch a fund raising programme in aid of the woodlands.
The Chairman recorded thanks to Mr & Mrs Ball of Mount Ararat Mission for
their invaluable work in sending children to the Summer camps and their
maintained support and contact. It was a very optimistic and cheerful
meeting.
The next meeting in November gave another picture, one of what might be
to come for Peck Wood and we quote from the minutes of that meeting.......
A committee has been set up by the Central Mission to examine the whole
structure of the Mission and its overall enterprises........lt was suggested that
Peck Wood should be administered at District level rather than on a mission
level.........The intention was NOT to give Peck Wood away but rather
diversify its management..... Rev Alan Broadbent said he was increasingly
aware that the role Peck Wood had in the Mission was disappointing. , it
was a valuable asset from a deed, never used as it could have been. A new
Management could open up new visions..
We unfortunately have no record of further events except some
correspondence in 1983 covering a dispute with one of neighbours in
respect of fences. After consultation with solicitors it was amicably settled,
with Peck Wood taking responsibility and renewing the fences.
Then we come to the minutes of a meeting in March 1985 where the
treasurer gave a very gloomy picture, even to the forecast that Peck Wood
may close in the very near future, if finances did not improve. Appeals
where limited due to the fact The Central Mission itself was already in the
process of appealing for funds !!
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At that same meeting it was reported that John Robinson had relinquished the
position of Warden and was replaced by a temporary resident manager. Mr
Malcolm Bridges on July 2nd 1984.
In August a letter was issued to the Management Committee by Jan
Denning (Secretary) saying whilst Malcolm was coping quite well as a
temporary Manager/Warden the position really need someone with more
experience of "Country Matters" .It was essential that he had transport, Jan
found herself running around doing the fetching and carrying. Malcolm
needed support which was not always forthcoming or available. To add to
these difficulties was a double booking made prior to him taking up the job.
This resulted in having 89 children and twelve adults on site, they did
combine resources and had a number of tents on the field, The children
were a mixed multi-racial group and 2 play schemes and all Social Services
referrals, and as the letter said, , need I say more !
Although Malcolm's contract expired , he was retained until the end of all
the bookings in November.
Another quiet period followed Then ,ln March 1985, another warden, Mr
Douglas Payne was appointed on a seven month contract .
Later that year came the time for The Revd Alan Broadbent to "Move on"
and The Revd Erma! Kirby arrived to be the Superintendent of the
Birmingham Central Mission

The Log Climbing Frame
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A NEW ERA.
The turbulent waters from the previous years still flowed as The Revd Ermal
Kirby took over. However, 1985 did end on a good note, with a letter from
the 59th Birmingham Boys Brigade saying;"We had a great time-- The woods, sleeping accommodation. the dining
area and of course Doug, were great.. Thank you all from 27 very dirty and
very tired little boys and 8 even more tired members of staff.
Doug's term of employment came to an end . His successor in Feb. 1986
was a young man of 21 Nicholas Lloyd..... As the season proceeded a
number of complaints were received about the state of the site, so a letter of
warning was sent to Mr Lloyd.... More complaints arrived so, in June the
Revd Ermal Kirby wrote to Mr Lloyd terminating his employment.
An
arranged open day was cancelled at the last moment, a member of the
committee objected about this cancellation being done without notice, as
special arrangements had been made for that day. The Rev Erma! Kirby
gave his reasons, i.e. the dirty unkempt condition and appearance of the
accommodation.
Mr Ray Harris, who had applied for the warden's position on a previous
occasion, but was too late in his application to be considered, was contacted
and, appointed on a short term contract, until October 1986.
Revd Kirby reported on a district meeting where the whole question of the
Mission Circuit and Central Hall was under discussion. He had brought to
that meeting the management of Peck Wood. and His anxiety to relieve the
present committee, few in Number, of the burdens of its management. The
Revd David Roberts suggested that The Bromsgrove and Redditch Circuits
may consider taking on the responsibility. David Roberts, was the
Superintendent Minister of the Bromsgrove Circuit, he had offered his
services to Peck Wood following an appeal by the then secretary, Mrs Jan
Denning and he was enthusiastic with the idea.. At the July meeting of the
management Committee, the Revd Ermal Kirby spoke of the lack of
personnel and poor attendance, although this particular meeting was an
exception, With both The Revd David Roberts and The Revd Stanley Rose
(Superintendent of the Redditch Circuit ) being in attendance, He said so
much time had been taken up by domestic problems, because that was
where the needs arose, the Woodlands had been neglected. A discussion
then took place on the idea of transferring responsibility and the idea was
accepted.
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After the meeting a formal letter was sent to the superintendents of the
Bromsgrove and Redditch Circuits formally asking them to explore, with their
respective circuit meetings, the transfer of responsibility to a more
appropriate Management Committee. Both Circuit meetings approved of this
idea. There then followed a great flurry of activity in making an ad hoc
committee, comprising of people from all interested parties. The writing of a
new constitution, sorting out various complications with the Methodist
Property Division, checking the original deeds and deed of gift. It resulted in
the need for a management committee to be formed by the Circuits, three
from Bromsgrove, Three from Redditch and six later from the AGM but
ultimate responsibility of managing trusteeship being with The Bromsgrove
Methodist Circuit. Finally a draft constitution was written ready to be
presented to District City Centre Committee and to the participating circuits.
To say that David Roberts was like a breath of fresh air to Peck Wood would
be an understatement, more of a hurricane.
He contacted Mr Edgar Jones, a retired forestry Manager, who made up a
four year forestry management plan for the Woodland. David then took this
to the forestry commission as a licence was required for the felling of trees.
This then involved Mr Andrew Fraser of The Worcestershire Conservation
trust for help and advice. ( Andrew has continued to be a source of help and
inspiration) David also augmented several sub- committees to look at
different aspects of the management of Peck Wood, one in particular started
clearing up the woodlands. Another group looked at publicity and the
brochures, the scale of charges and it also had the title amended to PECK
WOOD (Deleting the words adventure centre) On the 21st June it was
recorded that the new constitution had been approved by the necessary
bodies and would be effective from 1st Sept.
In July concern was expressed regarding the function of the management,
as it was becoming crisis management, The financial position was critical,
So a moratorium was placed on all expenditure, questions were again asked
about the cost of the warden and his contract, but the good news was the
granting of the licence for the woodland work to be carried out.
Following on from this meeting the treasurer made a full balance sheet and
an anticipated budget which ratified the concerns, that we would break even
with a nil balance, but without funds to cover costs which would arise over
the winter period. In view of this Revd David Roberts wrote to Mr Ray Harris
firstly in connection with his failure to sign a contract and to warn him that it
would be unlikely that he would be retained over the winter months when the
new Management Committee took over.
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THE NEW REGIME
THIS FIRST AGM MARKS THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW REGIME.
The first AGM was held at Bromsgrove Church on 24th August 1987.
Revd David Roberts outlined the history of Peck Wood. How it was given to
The Methodist Church by the Patrick family and how they still maintained an
interest in it. That it was now Model Deed property and managed by The
Birmingham Mission, who had offered an inducement to The Bromsgrove
and Redditch circuits who had accepted. A new constitution had been
agreed and would come into force on 1st September 1987
The treasurer gave a financial report. The situation was not good. Peck
Wood would just about break even. it is not able to support itself financially
nor likely to be able to for at least two years. The obtaining of donations and
grants would be required to make it self supporting. Also increased usage
would be valuable, so new brochures and a more logical scale of charges
would be brought into use to attract more visitors.
Under the new constitution the AGM would appoint six members to the
Management Committee. to join Mr John Hobbs, Mrs Jan Denning and Revd
Ian Duncan (Who was replacing the late Rev Stanley Rose) from Redditch
and Mr Billy Slatter, Mrs Susan Ray and Mr Michael Woolley from
Bromsgrove.
The meeting then elected The Revd Ermal Kirby. The Revd David Roberts,
Mrs Dorothy Snaddon, Mr Charles Williams, Mr John Pavitt and Mr Keith
Blacker to the Management Committee
The Revd Roberts then said he wished to record the great debt owed to Mr
John Hobbs and Mrs Jan Denning for their sterling work and dedication in
the way they had carried out a great deal of responsibility on their own for
long periods in difficult times. Thanks were also offered to The Revd Ermal
Kirby , as the meeting Closed.
Immediately after the close of the AGM the new Management Committee
met.
This ad hoc meeting quickly looked at the financial situation and agreed to
tight budgetary control. and that in view of lack of funding the warden would
be given notice.
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There was to be a new procedure for booking and Billy Slitter's name would
be on the notice boards and documents.
It was reported that the felling licence "was on its way"..
The first full meeting of the newly elected Management Committee met in
September. One of its first requirements was to elect the officers for the
coming year, which was obviously going to be a very busy and important
time. The following appointments were then made.
CHAIRMAN. Rev David Roberts (This appointment was not in his capacity
as superintendent of the Bromsgrove circuit) .. ..... VICE- CHAIRMAN. Mr
Michael
Woolley.
SECRETARY. Mrs Susan Ray...... TREASURER... MR Billy Slatter
As under the new constitution there would be an AGM, where the years work
would be reviewed,. We now just highlight a few significant detailed items .
First the Warden. He was ,as previously noted given notice ,( this was of
course solely on financial grounds.) after some deliberations and
correspondence he eventually left in November.
(Mr Harris was to be the last resident warden to be employed by Peck Wood)
The woodland work was well under way, but Dorothy Snaddon reminds us
of a very near disaster..
"In the northern corner of Peck Wood lies a wet alder woodland, one of
several different types within the wood. This is rarest habitat in
Worcestershire and supports wood horsetail and smooth-stalked sedge. In
those days the Forestry Commission's remit was to encourage the growth of
trees for timber, with no special regard for nature conservation, so a
misunderstanding arose, during which the alders were marked for felling and
the area planned to be drained.." Due to Dorothy 's watchful eye and
knowledge of the woodlands this disaster was averted and the area still
stands in all its glory.
The felling and woodland work that was carried out caused some
consternation. So The Revd David Roberts did an information document,
for publication. Which we produce again
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The countryside of Worcestershire is blessed with many acres of woodland,
farmland and gardens. We are well aware that gardens are the result of hard
work, planting , weeding, planning, encouraging the right flower, fruit and
vegetables to grow.
Farmland also is the result of long hours of hard work including research into
the best crops to grow.
Peck Wood is a good example of a garden that has been neglected and
needs a lot of carefully planned hard work to encourage the growth of bestselected trees
We are less aware that woodland is part of the same process of growing.
thinning, harvesting and replanting.
At the moment a stand of larch and pine is being felled. These have reached
maturity, at about 50 to 60 years old. The space they leave will be replaced
with broad -leaf species, more in keeping with the landscape and more useful
to a variety of wildlife.
Some poplars have reached the stage where they are beginning to die back
and become dangerous to people walking the wood. These are also being
felled.
There is an area of ash, birch, sycamore and wild cherry, which has been
neglected since it was felled in the last war. this is being extensively thinned
and the quality of wood is fit only for firewood..
Just as weeding and ploughing can make a garden or a farm field look
untidy, so can the extraction of timber look unsightly, and while the work is
going on, make the wood a dangerous place to be. But with the canopy
opened up and the spring growth more abundant the gaps will soon be filled
in. The apparent damage will soon disappear
We are free to plant what we like in our gardens, we are not free to do what
we like with woodlands. Planning permission has to be sought and a felling
and replanting licence must be obtained. The application has to be approved
by the forestry Commission, The County Council and the Nature conservation
trust. All this has been done at Peck Wood and special areas are being
carefully preserved.
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Broad-leaf woodland should work on a 125 year rotation. so what is being
done at Peck Wood is not for our benefit but for the next century. There will
always be woodland at Peck Wood, but someone has to pay for it. The
wood is run as a charity and mainly by volunteers. If you enjoy it you might
like to consider the cost of preserving it. One small source of income is
selling the cut timber. We will not be able to sell any more for some years
to come, by which time you will find it hard to remember the larch and the
pine which is paying for it's maintenance till then.
Whilst the woodlands were taking a lot of priority, the work still went on, At
one stage John Hobbs presented a list of some seventeen needs in the
buildings .and on the play area.. Many of these were dealt with by John
himself and he was able to keep the buildings in use for the 18/20 bookings
during the year.. One unusual and special booking was "Sunship Earth" ( A
special article on this appears later) David Roberts and his wife also spent a
"Holiday" during June doing work around the gates and the area around the
huts and repairing fences. John Pavitt also helped by clearing pathways.
David made a report on this venture and a notable comment was "Dorothy
has been clearing bracken by hand and I cannot speak too highly of the
work Dorothy does without making reports like this "
One other very significant report was The Alvechurch By pass rearing it's
head again,( details of which appeared under the article of the saga)..
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SUNSHIP EARTH - PECKWOOD AUGUST 1988
Sunship Earth is a 5 day learning adventure for top junior and lower senior
secondary school pupils. It takes place in a natural environment away from
participants homes. Earth Education is the process of helping people of all
ages live more harmoniously and joyously with the natural world. The
activities deal with 7 ecological concepts; Energy flow, cycles, diversity,
community, interrelationships change and adaptation, it encourages first
hand contact with the natural world, and is noted for its adventurous ways of
introducing people to the richness of the planet.
Peck Wood was an ideal setting for Sunship Earth.
In August 1988, The Midlands Branch of the Institute for Earth Education
were approached by the Watch Trust for Environmental Education to run
Sunship Earth for their members . This would be the first fully residential, on
site programme run in the country. We had 8 places, which were filled by
children from multicultural inner city areas of Birmingham, for The Peck
Wood adventure.
Why Sunship Earth ?
Our nearest star, the sun, is over 90 million miles away. The sun is like
earth's mother-ship because it supplies the energy that enables us to live.
For this reason we call our home, the earth, a Sunship, all living things on
earth including ourselves are Sunship Earth passengers.
All Earth Education programmes are magic learning adventures and
concentrate on 4 main approaches
(1) Developing and strengthening and understanding ecological concepts

and systems
(2) Increasing sensory awareness of the natural world.
(3) Providing opportunities to be alone with nature for reflection
(4) Having a special regard for the mechanics of learning and creating

enjoyable experiences which ensure the active participation of the
learner.
Twenty-four passengers arrived at Sunship Earth station (Peck Wood) and
were met by the staff. .
They were divided into groups of 4 and named after endangered species.
Horseshoe Bats, Natterjack Toads, Golden Eagles and Smooth Snakes.
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Everyone including leaders, had a wooden nametag made from a dead tree
in Peck Wood. Co-operative games followed, in small groups , to begin to
break down barriers within the group. After lunch the opening ceremony
began.
Everyone entered a dimly lit room with a parachute suspended from the
roof, as a ceiling. The walls were labelled EC.DC. IC.A. operating symbols
governing the existence of passengers. The left and right hand front panels
were labelled Space & Time with a landscape mural in the centre. under
which appeared the caption " All living things interact with other things in
their surrounding s"
Music was playing in the background, this faded when all were seated. The
room went dark except for a small beam that lit up a globe that resembled
the earth, This also faded and a film began in the space window.
This had taken only a few seconds and was designed to hook the learners
into the week. From this moment, every minute of every day was of the
Sunship Earth Programme.
The groups then left the room to go into the woods for the first time, to
'touch the Earth' using all their senses, and to head for a centre hub. On
the way they had to count all the living things they saw.
On arrival at the hub they found a table of natural food and drink to get the
taste buds working. Nearby hung a globe, the signs were labelled;
Bugs World; Giants & Leprechauns; Bloodhounds; Share a magic plant;
different activities to encourage various means of making contact with the
naturals works. To break down barriers, share appreciation's.
After the touch the experience they had to be alone in the natural world to
find a "Magic Spot" where they could sit alone, fairly close to their leader.
many saw squirrels and birds inches away from them, an experience they
had never before had but one they could share with others especially at the
meal table.
The meal times were also an important time, any waste food was saved and
recorded on a dust bin chart. The message being "Take what you want...But
eat what you take"
Each evening was taken up with craft workshops, when new skills were
learned and practised. There was Bread making, Herb collection and drying
to make teas,
Yoghurt making. Natural mobiles and wood collecting for the fire. The camp
fire was the final event for every day.
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Then it was off to bed. The dormitories had been decorated with wildlife
posters and plants labelled as air conditioners, Spiders being population
controllers.
All the passengers had a passport, this was a booklet which guided them
through the 15 "Concept Paths". Each group had an old map to lead them
round the unexplored areas, the land of the elves and "Top Secret Area". This
was where the groups discovered the food factory. A giant model leaf. The
grouped learned how the sun's energy is captured by green plants and turned
into food.
There was a Sunship Hotel where passengers signed in one day and out the
next, one group used the Outlook Inn to write letters to the future. Each one
wrote a letter to themselves about their experiences which was sealed,
addressed and posted a few days later. All were marked not to be opened till
August 1993 (l wonder how many were kept until that date ?)
One evening a special night time activity took place "Nightwatchers" by the
light of a candle lantern a group went into the woods to check what colours
were still there. Was the grass still green ? The passengers were given
penlight torches and became fireflies of the night. Communicating only by
flashing their lights.
This was an amazing time for everyone, especially the children from the inner
city who had never been outside Birmingham before this adventure.
The following evening was the journey home ceremony. This took place in a
new setting with groups sitting closely together in front of 2 campfires. A native
American Indian appeared and told a story of an Indian tribe who went on a
special adventure to discover why the earth was in trouble, and what they
could do about it. They had 7 Adventures and learned of 7 secrets of life on
earth. The Indian left a pouch of coloured beads and disappeared into the
night.
The groups then threaded their own beads, White to represent the ecological
concepts and colours to represent the need of life, Sun; Air; Water; Soil;
Plants; and Animals.
Day 5 began with an activity. "Model Planets" designed to bring all the
understanding learned during the week together. Working in groups of three
plus a leader they had to design a life support system for a planet.
Nine of these were laid out on the grass in a line from the sun. The third planet
from the sun had no-one working on it.
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Using natural objects from the area and coloured representing sunlight, air
and water, models were constructed incorporating the seven ecological
concepts and coloured flags were used to show these.
They soon realised that the concepts were not separate but all link together
to form one system
The planetary commissioner for the day then moved from planet to planet
explaining that conditions were not all right to support life. The two closest to
the sun were too hot and others were too cold. Each group had to move their
examples to the third planet from the sun, which was the only one that could
support life.
Everyone was soon busy doing this and the planet soon became full of
coloured flags. Then it was announced that all human passengers must also
move to the third planet. It became apparent that no amount of clever
footwork could stop the carefully prepared examples from being destroyed,
tempers became frayed all were told they had better leave the planet as it
could no longer support life. The commissioner explained the third planet
was the earth, and although the situation was not that bad, warning lights
were beginning to flash.
The groups now paid a special last visit to their "Magic Spots" to decide how
they could lessen their impact on earth Then, final regrouping, the groups
told of the habits they had recorded and the plans to correct them. The pages
of the passports were then posted into the globe. Finally they all moved back
to the dimly lit room they had first used on arrival. A voice welcomed them
and summarised the week.
They were told the journey they had just made was not the end, it did not
finish at the gates of Peck Wood but this adventure week was the start of the
rest of their life as Sunship passenger.
The week had been a tremendous success. The children from Balsall Heath
were from the same school and a very favourable feedback was received
from their teacher. It had entailed a tremendous amount of work on the props,
preparation and imput during the week. Altogether 20 adults all volunteers,
were involved in the project
Everyone without exception felt in had been really worthwhile and very
successful and worth all the time and effort that had been put in to stage this
adventure
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So we reach the second Peck Wood AGM in November 1988The chairman
summed up the year.
We have ended the first year of running Peck wood as a joint operation
between the Redditch and Bromsgrove circuits.. The Management
committee have learnt a great deal and I hope we can record that the year
as a whole has been a success.
However, the year began with disaster. The open day was marred by an
accident to one of our small visitors who fell and broke both wrists. the play
equipment includes an aerial runway, climbing frames, a rope net and
swings. There were also some ropes just hanging from trees in the woods.
All these have been examined by a local authority officer and some will be
out of action until they can be made safer. It is surprising how difficult it is to
find experts in this equipment, hopefully grants will be made available to
improve the equipment.
The use of the premises has involved members of the committee letting
visitors in and out, the treasurer will know the size and variety of groups. For
me, it was a joy to receive a group of young people from London, who could
not sleep because the wood was too noisy. !!
A number of improvements have been made to the buildings. All have been
rewired and the electrical problem has solved with an earth trip on the main
supply. Two cookers have been replaced, new cutlery bought and some
better crockery acquired. The ranch house has been insulated.
We are at the beginning of a long term plan to upgrade all the buildings, so
they can be used all the year round. Thomas White an architect has been
instructed to draw up outline plans for this development. The first
requirement is a new toilet block The current block was timber (rotten) and
had a large water tank on the roof, and the whole block was becoming
unstable and dangerous with a strong possibility of the tank falling through
the roof and we hope that money in a trust with the Birmingham Mission will
be available for this.
We shall look for extra cabins for a variety of uses, including a separate
lecture and games room. There is now room for a new car park and to extend
the play area to give more room for children and young people.
David then outlined the work in the woods which had taken place ending by
saying Peck Wood would never be commercially viable but always be an
amenity wood but would need long term planning and careful management.
At this point David paid tribute to all the people who have worked voluntarily
on the buildings and in the woods
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.ln place of a warden we had employed Mr Bert Pyne , a local resident as a
cleaner and part caretaker., but Bert probably benefited more from the logs
he took home from the woods than what we pay. His has been a welcome
and cheerful presence.
There is however so much work to be done that without Dorothy Snaddon
and her lively and personal commitments much would not be done at all,. I
am grateful to her and to John Hobbs for his care of the buildings, and for
encouraging The Boys' Brigade to labour with the insulation
John Pavitt has worked diligently in relocating paths to avoid sensitive areas
and Bromsgrove roadsters for clearing some brash. Paul Taft has sawn and
moved singlehanded some 15 tons of firewood.
Billy Slatter has kept the accounts and taken the bookings, We need to look
for replacements for these tasks in the next 9 months.
The rest of the committee has helped in many ways and we are all
conscious that we have only just begun a long but worthwhile task
We do get complaints about the facilities offered but we also get
encouragement.
One Anglican Priest after being at Peck Wood wrote....
"God has blessed us today.. please keep his gift as a blessing to
others"
We shall try to be faithful to that prayer..
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The 1988/9-year carried on with the continuation of the woodland felling and
clearing this was completed in December. Then came the job of replanting
eight hundred saplings of mixed broadleaf trees (oak, ash, and wild cherry) to
replace the felled conifers.
The records we have show that most of this year was taken up by domestic
questions and decisions:Repairing and maintaining the buildings.
Many emergency meeting were held over the toilet block problems. Peck
Wood had no money to either repair or replace it, and it was probable that
the whole enterprise would be forced to close it could have been the end of
Peck Wood, Then Ermal Kirby advised that the trust money in at the Central
Hall would probably sufficient to build a complete new block rather than
attempting to repair the original, This fund would be available for this
purpose.
A local architect was then commissioned to go ahead. Drawing up the plans
and begin negotiations over the proposed new toilet block.
Checking the insurance and the deeds ,(these had now been passed on to
the Bromsgrove Circuit)
Behind those short sentences was a great deal of time and effort involved.
THE AGM ---SEPTEMBER 11TH 1989
The treasurer was able to give encouragement the finances were improving
we had finished the year with a surplus and bookings were on the increase.
The chairman reported:The hottest summer since 1976 has been good for all the groups that have
used Peck Wood this year. To my surprise it has not done any harm, as far
as I can see, to the 800 new trees that were planted between Christmas
and the New Year. That was as amazing experience, by my reckoning
something like sixty people were involved in clearing the area, lighting many
bonfires and planting the whips with canes and rabbit guards. The Forestry
Commission Grant covered the cost of buying the whips
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We have had difficulty with producing plans and planning permission has
been deferred while we try to solve the problem of vehicles leaving through
the existing entrance. We still hope the new toilets will be installed for next
season, the collapse of the water tank has simply underlined our need for
replacement.
We have fortunately managed to find someone to help with letting groups in
and out so that Dorothy Snaddon has had some relief. A RABTA group has
redecorated the ranch House and they will hopefully rebuild the kitchen
before the year is out. We also hope they will insulate the BunkHouse.
The bypass is again on the agenda, Peck Wood requires some preparatory
work before the work starts, and this is being arranged with the help Andrew
Fraser and the Nature Conservation Trust
The loss of some woodland will mean we shall have to fell some mature
trees and the timber sold With guidance from the Forestry Commission we
shall also lightly thin some adjacent trees and replant some small areas
which at the moment are treeless. There will be some income from this
exercise, though nothing like the amount realised by the sale of the field
which borders Peck Wood and Rowney Green Lane. We hope our new
neighbours will be sympathetic to our aims .
(What a pity Peck Wood could not afford to have bought this field !)

It only remains for me to express my gratitude. for all the work of the
Management Committee for another twelve months hard work especially
during my Sabbatical from April to July. We have said goodbye to Billy
Slatter and welcome John Wyatt as our new treasurer and Howard Potter as
a booking secretary.

A new nature trail leaflet has been produced and trail marked out and we
hope to make progress in improving the play equipment.
My time as Chairman is coming to an end and someone must be found to
take my place.
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At the AGM in 1989 David Roberts commented that his time as chairman
would be coming to an end and a successor was needed. That may have
been a premonition as David only attended two further meetings and had to
submit apologies for the ones that followed until January 1990 when the
Chairman of the District requested the superintendent of The Redditch
Circuit, The Rev Ian Duncan to take responsibility for Peck Wood due to Rev
David Roberts being on sick leave. He was eventually succeeded by the
Rev Philip Rees as Superintendent of the Bromsgrove Circuit.
We must never under estimate the contribution David made to Peck Wood,
His great enthusiasm and enterprise completely changed the woodlands, He
virtually picked up the site, turned it over and replaced it on the road to the
success we enjoy today. His sudden departure was a big blow to the
committee, who had also had the resignation of Michael Woolley, The Vice
Chairman and the leaving of Bert Pyne as cleaner, but the work had to go
on.
The Revd Tony Broad from Trinity Church in Redditch was appointed
Chairman, with Mr John Hobbs as Vice Chairman. The immediate challenge
was the Toilet Block, it took a lot of correspondence and discussion between
the parties involved, eventually planning permission was granted. Sufficient
funds were found so that the building went ahead and the much-needed
improved facilities were in place. The funding was sufficient to lay a new car
park at the same time.
Another blow then fell on the committee, Mrs Jan Denning ceased to
become one of Redditch Circuit representatives. Jan had been one of the
stalwarts of Peck Wood for many years, being secretary during the turbulent
time in the 1970's, dealing with the warden problems and many other things.
She and her husband were very active in the By Pass protests, we are
pleased to say that although no longer a committee member Jan still keeps
in touch and holds an interest in the life of Peck Wood
In 1991 Tony made an appeal to BBC Children in Need, and was successful
so Peck Wood was able to change all of the Beds and mattresses .Tony
was interviewed by Bill Simpson on BBC Hereford & Worcester at the time
of the presentation of the cheque.
Tony said, in a letter, I am very grateful for this opportunity to send greetings
and congratulations to those who have consistently served on the Peck
Wood Committee, and given practical aid to maintenance of the resources,
over the years.
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My own years, as part of the work were short, but I was privileged to serve
amidst a committee with considerable vision and commitment.
My own memories include a news interview and presentation, from BBC
Children in need appeal. and looking through the windows of the hut one
evening to see the glories of nature all around. Congratulations and may
God continue to bless your stewardship of this gift.

The Rev. Tony Broad, pictured on the left, receives the cheque from The
BBC Children-ln-Need Appeal in 1991.
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Tony, now in Plymouth, left Redditch in August 1991. So the AGM was
chaired by John Hobbs as Vice Chairman. John summed up two years work,
and here is an abridged version of his report.
What have achieved over the past two years?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have built a new toilet block
We have constructed a new car park
We have rewired and put new heating into all the buildings
We have repaired the kitchen floor and laid new covering
We have insulated the bunk house, redecorated it and put in new curtains
We have had new mattresses throughout and carpeted the dormitory
We have provided a garage for the tractor
We have rebuilt much, and added to. the play equipment
We have carried out an active programme of woodland conservation.

How is all this funded ?
• Day to day running costs come from receipts from bookings
For all major improvements and major works we rely upon charitable gifts.
Who arranges all this to be done?
We rely on a hard working voluntary committee to get the work done. in
particular;•
•
•
•

Howard Potter who does all the bookings and much more beside.
Dorothy Snaddon who does so much in both the woodland and the
buildings
Sue Ray who acts as secretary and looks after all the correspondence.
John Wyatt who pays all the bills and keeps the accounts in order.
John Pavitt who works in the woodlands and helps on the
buildings.

•

and forms.

Charles Williams who produces and keeps up to date our brochures
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(missing from the list was the name John Hobbs, who visits the woods
nearly every week, does nearly all the odd repairs and literally keeps the
buildings standing)
What are our next concerns?
This is obviously up to the new committee about to be formed, but items,
which have to be dealt with include:•
•
•
•
•
•

The Alvechurch by pass. Tree felling etc.;
Decorating with the Dulux Gift of paint.
On going review of play equipment and our facilities.
Provision of new cookers.
Possible provision of nature study packs.
Attracting more visitors to the centre, Particularly mid week.

The future of the wood continues to be both exciting and demanding
and we shall need all the help we can get to push our programme
through.

THE TOILET/SHOWER BLOCK
The only brick building on the site, built in 1990/91
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.
At the management committee meeting following the 1991 AGM, l, (Howard
Potter) was invited to take on the role of Chairman together with the post of
Booking Secretary. I accepted , and have continued in both capacitieS ever
since. John Hobbs was appointed Vice Chairman and he has continued to
be so up to the present time.
At the AGM in 1991 John quoted seven concerns in his report.
1) The bypass.

The felling of the affected trees was carried out, very professionally
through our agent, it was sad to see so many being taken away but it
was out of our hands.( See The Alvechurch By Pass Saga)
2) Decorating with the Dulux donated paint.

This was carried out with the help of the probation service. the work being
done by community service workers, This resulted in my first ever live
interview on the radio (BBC Hereford & Worcester.), to talk about Peck
Wood and the work of the community service.
3

) The-play equipment .
We had this fully tested and inspected, A new scrambling net and frame
was purchased and a combination unit complete with slide was
installed, This was done while there was several inches of snow on the
ground!

4) New cookers were needed.
After a careful study we decided that if we put new ones in, the floor
where they would stand would most likely give way. My son Malcolm, a
consultant and designer in industrial kitchens, came and did a project for
us, a complete stripping out of the kitchen including the floor and putting a
full stainless steel industrial kitchen on a concrete floor with non slip
covering, It was going to be expensive, so as chairman I inaugurated the
first Chairman's Appeal. The wonderful response meant that within a year
we had that dream kitchen in operation. !
Provision of nature study packs.
Charles Williams, a committee member for many years, who produced the
first ever brochure and has updated them ever since. Took this under his
wing. New nature Trail leaflets were produced and other literature updated.
With the help of Mrs Stephanie Wright( A committee member for a short
period) An education pack called "Peck Wood in the National Curriculum"
was produced.
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1) More visitors...

We are not sure which particular item produced the answer of how to
attract more visitors to the centre, but we are now running on an almost
full capacity booking situation. To get any of the holiday times it is
necessary to book a year in advance. For the past two years we have
had to say sorry to a number of groups, " we are full".
2) The future of the woods being exciting and we need all the help we can

Dorothy Snaddon has been the mainstay behind the woodland work for a
long time. First being involved in the days of The Revd David Roberts.
Help was at hand, a new name came into the picture, Mr Steve Newman,
Steve showed all the same enthusiasm and enterprise of David Roberts
and became a great help to Dorothy with the work parties, For a time
Dorothy , after a visit to hospital was unable to continue, and Steve took
over. Dorothy is now back with all her knowledge and expertise although
Steve remains as leader of the Woodland Group. He has recently, in
order to enlarge the woodland work and get more equipment , gone into
the log selling business and doing quite well.
The actual work in the woodlands is of course well planned and approved
by The Forestry Commission and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. The
original plan expired in 1992. and the follow-on one is on the point of
expiration . A new management plan has now been agreed for five years
from March 1988.
A separate article on woodland management follows later in the book.
.( We should mention that the Peck Wood resembles nothing like the
neglected garden that David described about ten years ago it is now like
a well loved and cared for garden)

page 86

In 1992 1 had the pleasure of meeting Mr Alexander Patrick at Peck Wood,
a very interesting day he spoke of his family and the history of the houses in
The Holloway.
As he left he said how much he disliked the old iron farm gates at the
entrance, saying get some new ones put up and The Patrick Trust' will
reimburse you for them. So we now have an entrance worthy of the site.
Then in 1994 he made a further magnificent gift, The Log Cabin, given to us
quite freely, Mr Alexander Patrick arranging the uplifting of the cabin. It's
transport to Peck Wood and its installation including electric supply. It was
quite a sight the day the move took place on a cold February Sunday. We
blocked Rowney Green up for hours! It even made the front page of The
Methodist Recorder.
Interposed with the highlighted events the everyday work still had to be
done, Repairing fences, general maintenance on the buildings, Edgbaston
Rotoract did a fund raising effort for Peck wood with the proceeds they
decorated the bunkhouse and supplied new curtains, the balance going into
the kitchen appeal. In the comments book one group suggested boards on
the floor in the showers. A friend from Trinity Church promptly made some
for us; (We do take note of your comments). An automatic pumping of the
kitchen refuse was installed The list goes on relentlessly all though the
years. We suffered a traumatic period with intruders breaking in and with
petty vandalism. The area all around was also suffering at the same time.
The most audacious was when the Bunk House was broken into and eight
double bunks were taken! Even the wooden container for the refuse by the
gate disappeared... It was a very frustrating as well as expensive period,
which lasted over two years.
Another recent achievement, the new recreation room, erected in 1996 after
another successful chairman's appeal. It was envisaged that we would raise
sufficient funds in one year and erect the hut the following one, Due to the
wonderful response we were putting the foundations down within six months
and opened it, fully fitted with lighting, heating and carpet on the floor in less
than twelve months.
As the need for David Roberts first quoted a recreation hut in 1988, we
were so happy that we had been able to fulfil that need. It may have taken
a long time, but we got there.
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Many Management changes occurred. Bert Pyne had left but we found a
very reliable local man, Bob Watkins who did the cleaning and was warden
until 1994, when the current family of Sally and her mum Angela Wheelright
took over.
John Wyatt's work took him away a lot and he found he could no longer
carry on as Treasurer and Susan Ray resigned. Susan had been secretary
for a number of years and she produced the most prolific and detailed
minutes of meetings that I have ever seen. Another local resident Mrs
Doreen McClure came as minute secretary on a temporary basis. Then
Steve Newman introduced his parents, (who had recently moved into the
Midlands), to Peck Wood and they both became committee members. Bruce
became our Treasurer; He had a great start, in persuading the water
company that we were being incorrectly charged on our water bills, The end
result was a rebate of some £800.
Brenda became our secretary and has been editor of the, now annual,
newsletter since its inception
These changes reflected the dwindling enthusiasm by Bromsgrove in the
Peck Wood project. The link was reduced to two, Charles Williams and
John Pavitt, John had to leave for a period due to a family bereavement,
but has now rejoined the committee. Both the superintendent Ministers
were ex officio members of the Management Committee but neither of the
incumbents wished to take an active role in its work
A suggestion was made by Bromsgrove that the Managing Trusteeship
should be transferred to Redditch. This was not taken up at the time, but,
there was an unexpected change in the Redditch Circuit and The Revd
Brian Holliday became Superintendent, I recall my first meeting with Brian.
I gave him some literature on Peck Wood and said flippantly, that one of
the joys of coming to Redditch was he became a member of the Peck
Wood Management Committee. What a great joy it was to us that he took
it seriously and has become a very valuable and active member of the
committee. He took the question of Managing Trusteeship under his wing,
and in 1995 after consultations between all the parties the sole
responsibility became that of The Redditch Methodist Circuit The next step
was amending the constitution and again after a lot of work. A new
constitution was brought into being with effect from 1st September 1996.
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CHAPTER 6
REMINISCENCES OF PECK WOOD
SILVERWING ELFINS
1ST HALESOWEN GUIDES
PRINCE ALBERT J & I SCHOOL
REV. DONALD EADIE MRS KIRSTIN EADIE
PROF. J.C. BAINES
A PECK WOOD ROMANCE BIRMINGHAM CITY MISSION
REV. CHRISTINE LeMOlGNAN
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The New Games Room
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REMINISCENCES OF PECK WOOD.
WE ASKED A NUMBER OF GROUPS FOR STORIES, THOUGHTS AND
MEMORIES OF VISITS AND HERE ARE REPLIES WE RECEIVED.
From Silverwing Elfins Woodcraft Folk Group. Moseley Birmingham.
Our annual weekend at Peck Wood has been a popular event in the calendar
since the early 1980's.
For many of the children in our group, their first visit to Peck Wood at the age
of 6 is memorable as their first time away from home. I am always amazed at
what vivid memories they retain of their visits to Peck Wood long afterwards
when they have practically grown up: the rabbits at dusk and in the early
morning, making plaster casts of animal prints- hopefully badgers (We've
never actually seen a badger).
Preparing the Saturday evening camp fire is a task the children remember
well. A hollow pyramid of horizontally laid pairs of logs, notched to prevent
them rolling away, filled with kindling wood and- most importantly- dry elder
twigs and silver birch bark at the base to ensure it catches with just one match
and no cheating with newspaper or paraffin.
Some of the children's recollections have passed into Silverwing Elfins
folklore: the time when one group was on a hike nearby and attracted the
attention of some young bulls while crossing a field (on an OS map
footpath). One of our group wearing a bright red shirt took it into his head to
make a dash for the edge of the field. The sight of him running for dear life
with bulls (well, maybe they were just heifers) in hot pursuit while the other
Elfins shouted words of advice and encouragement has made a story that
has been elaborated over the years... The story about when the girls put a
dead rat into one of the boys' sleeping bags is a tale so rooted in mythology
of the group. Despite my assurances that it never happened and never will
happen, the older Elfins continue to embellish it with drama and intrigue for
the benefit of the younger Elfins (Well there is an element of truth in the
story)
For me, one of the most vivid memories is simply the view looking up across
the fields on a balmy sunny day as a file of Elfins in green shirts trudge
cheerfully across a cornfield (path kindly marked by the farmer) down towards
Alvechurch, heading for the sweet shop. Sadly the bypass has diminished the
magic of this walk and we have stopped doing it.
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What Peck Wood has continued to provide for Silverwing Elfins, year after
year, is the ideal setting and facilities for children to create their own
community just for a short time. Of course we adults guide them with a cooperative ethos, but as far as possible it is their community in which to work
together and play together, to respect each other and to respect Peck Wood
and everything within it for the brief time that it is theirs to look after. It is our
hope that their first experience of creating their own community will, in the
words of the Elfin Creed, set them on the road to "go singing to the fashioning
of a New World"
Signed Stan Emmett. Leader , Silverwing Elfins Woodcraft Folk Group.

1st Halesowen Girl's Brigade.. Short Cross Methodist Church.
Going somewhere for camp you've never been before always holds a little
apprehension. Our first visit to Peck Wood was in 1995 and the
apprehension diminished as we found how easy it was to settle in.
A further camp was therefore booked for the following year
Peck Wood holds an air of excitement and adventure for the girls. It's
something different. You have to walk outside to get to the different buildings
- come rain or shine! The bunkhouse is fun and of course is only theoretically
where the girls sleep. I'm sure we are not the only ones who have late nights!
The kitchen is very well equipped with plenty of utensils and plenty of room
for plenty of washer-uppers! Of course, one of the main attractions is the
adventure playground. Many happy hours have been spent on there by both
officers and girls.
We have been able to have trips to the Needle Museum and Avoncroft
Museum which are nearby.
Good weather is always a bonus but if it really does rain the new games
room is superb. The beauty of Peck Wood is just that. Its surroundings are
nature at its best. The bluebells, the trees the stream and the rabbits all
show the beautiful world God has created and, as our motto says,
"Seek, Serve and Follow Christ "...Thank you Peck Wood for some happy
memories.
Allison Ponter
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The Prince Albert J & I School. Aston. Birmingham.
It is now January 1997 and for the sixth consecutive year we are booking a
week at Peck Wood. . It is, perhaps also a time to reflect on what Peck
Wood means to Prince Albert school and it's pupils.
Around four hundred of our children have enjoyed the experience of visiting
the site, and for many, Peck Wood is especially significant as it is the first
time they have spent a night away from home. Memories are so numerous,
the camp fires, nighttime treasure hunts, early morning rabbit watching,
water pistol fights (stocked especially for us by the local newsagents in
Alvechurch) and, always the effort of
trying to get twenty-eight happy and
chatty children to go to sleep before
one o'clock. The sinking feeling when
you found them up playing football at
six o'clock the next morning.
The week in June when it rained daily
and the radio kept reporting freak
flooding from the length and breadth
of the country was rather special.
Wherever you looked children
seemed to be standing in front of
heaters, quietly steaming, but we still
had a good time.

A School Entry For An Exhibition
Following A Visit To Peck Wood

Peck Wood has simply become part
of our school culture. As a teacher
you know it's going to mean very little
sleep, cooking 126 fish fingers and
trying to get Fasial to stop telling
ghost stories at midnight! For the
pupils it means so much more, and a
boy,
Narinder once said. "It was the best

week of my life."
Richard Hornsby.
Page 93

Page 94

THE REVD DONALD EADIE
CHAIRMAN OF THE BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT 1987-1996 WRITES...

There is a place where the mist hangs low over the forests like a listening
ear, Listen for the sounds of the wing beats of the birds,
for the jumping of the fish in the lake, and to see the carpeting of bluebells.
for the lily nodding its head on the water,
for the drone of the bees about their business, for the woodpecker knocking
on the door of the tree, for the ants treading their industrious path.
The moods of creation are mirrored in the water and reflect our own. There
is such a place far away it is also within.
Some have found such a place and some continue to search . Perhaps on
the open hills, by rocks looking over the incoming tide, perhaps in quiet well
rooted old woodland.
When first we joined Notting Hill in 1972 there was a population of approx.
80.000, people from many parts of the world, living together in 1.25 square
miles. I began walking in order to listen, look and learn. On returning home
through noisy streets one evening I saw in front of me an unexpected sight,
a garden square with tall trees, fine bushes and lush green lawns. I
searched for and found the iron gate. It was locked.
That experience lit a fire inside me ! Some of us need space for quiet, A
place to take a deep breath, a chance to wander and wonder amidst trees.
Peckwood has been such a place for our family!.
We have come in the spring to experience the greening of the trees after
winter and the carpeting of bluebells.
We have come in late summer to pick blackberries and again in the autumn
to watch the transforming of the leaves.
We even came to celebrate a wedding
The first visit was with a small group of ministers wanting a quiet day
I have wanted others to discover what such a place can give within the
moods of the seasons.
With many others I am grateful for the obvious care and proper pride taken
in that historic piece of woodland some of us know as Peckwood
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MRS KIRSTIN EADIE
TRANSLATED THE FOLLOWING SWEDISH POEM FOR US...
YES, OF COURSE IT HURTS
Yes of course it hurts when buds are breaking
Why should the spring otherwise hesitate?
Why should all our hot longing
Be tied in the frozen bitter pale?
The cover was in the bud all winter
What is the new thing which tears and bursts?
Yes of course it hurts when buds are breaking, Hurts for that which grows
And that which obstructs.
Yes of course its difficult when drops are falling
Quivering with anxiety they hang heavily,
Clinging to the twig, swelling, gliding
The weight pulling them downwards, how they cling
Difficult to be uncertain, afraid and divided,
Difficult to feel depth pulling and calling,
Still remain sitting only trembling Difficult wanting to stay
And wanting to fall.
Then, when it is at its worst and nothing helps,
The buds of the tree burst as in rejoicing
Then when fear is no longer holding,
The drops of the twig fall glistening,
Forgetting that they were frightened by the new,
Forgetting that they were anxious about the journeyFeeling for a second, their greatest safety
Resting in the trust
Which is creating the world
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PROFESSOR J.C. BAINES B.Sc
The name Chris Baines came up in the story of the Alvechurch bypass which told
of his part in saving Peckwood. Chris wrote a book "The Wild Side Of Town " in
which he tells of helping to save an ancient woodland and it features a double
page photograph, which is obviously Peckwood (in the photograph is the Revd
Wildgust a Minister from The Birmingham Central Mission) We managed to trace
him and his response was...

Peck Wood is very special, and the threat of its destruction by the
Alvechurch Bypass appalled me, back in 1980's at the time when new roads
were rarely questioned and never stopped. The highway engineers were all
powerful, and woodlands like this were simply seen as convenient places in
which to hide their roads.
The character of Peck Wood owes a great deal to the steep sided stream
valleys. The engineers planned to blast across the ridges and troughs, and
build their road on a huge embankment.
The varieties of the wildflowers are testament to the ancient nature of Peck
Wood largely unchanged for 10,000 years. The engineers promised to
plant new trees on their embankment, as compensation for loss of
irreplaceable habitat
The silence and the darkness of the wood at night and the glorious clamour
of the dawn chorus bird-song are qualities that the highway was certain to
destroy completely. The engineers had no answer to that - they didn't really
understand why such "intangibles" were important, when pitched against the
chance to trim a minute and a half off the car journey from Birmingham to
Redditch.
During the period of the campaign, I visited Peck Wood with two BBC TV
crews, a radio crew, and a group of landscape students who spent a
memorable "night in the forest", and I have been quoting Peck Wood ever
since, as the kind of unique place that all of us must find the energy to fight
for.
Finally, the wood taught me an abiding, and particularly valuable lesson,
which anyone can verify with a visit in the spring. An ancient boundary line
cuts across the wood - a medieval ditch and bank, marked with particularly
venerable trees. On one side of that boundary line, Peck Wood is carpeted
with bluebells, yellow archangle, wood anemone, and a host of other
wildflowers. On the other side, the woodland floor is almost flowerless.
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The reason for this stark contrast is very telling. Monastic records show that
for a century or so, several hundreds of years ago, the flowerless side of the
boundary was grazed by cattle, and the cows wiped out the wildflowers.
Although the trees have been re-established for more than half a millennium,
the wildflowers have never come back. That is how vulnerable our ancient
landscapes are, That's why the highway engineers' talk of wildflower seed
sowing and tree planting is so unconvincing, and that is why we must do
everything we can do to protect and care for precious ancient places like
Peck Wood.

A PECK WOOD ROMANCE
We felt sure that somewhere during the history of the woods there was a
romance.
After much searching we heard that a lady, Mrs Janet Fisher now living in
Middlesex, had just visited Rowney Green for a reunion and that she had a
sister who met her husband at Peck Wood.
We immediately followed up this information and identified her sister as Mrs
Annabel Green now living in Ludlow. We wrote to Annabel and her husband
Ken and received the following...
Many thanks for your letter; it certainly took me back.
My husband was member of the 1st Brookfields 253rd Birmingham Scout
Group;
He was at that time one of the youngest people to gain the Duke of
Edinburgh Gold Award. The 253rd Group had a fantastic drum and bugle
band, that was very well known-- They performed in the Albert Hall. The
Rovers did an awful lot of clearing up in Peck Wood in the early days. They
brought scouts and cubs to the woods for various missions, including
working for the D of E award scheme.
My parents (Janet and John Stewart) farmed at Woodlands Farm Lower
Rowney Green. It was on one of the forays from the woods with the cubs to
see the animals that Ken and I met my first date was back to the wood
spreading what seemed like never ending piles of bread for the troops tea
That was in 1964, it couldn't have been too bad for six years later in 1970
we were married in The Methodist Chapel in Rowney Green.
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THE BIRMINGHAM CITY MISSION
An extract from their 1995-1996 annual report reads.
"Watershed", our monthly youth activities night at Watery Lane, has
attracted an average of 50 teenagers, some of these young people were
taken on a weekend away at Peck Wood, near Alvechurch, which was the
site for our annual summer camp, 30 children came the first week. Young
people families we are in touch with and others drawn from a number of
Mission departments - 200 altogether- used the centre at various times
during the second week.

A photograph of the Rev Wesley Erpen, Executive Director of the mission
together with some of the visitors to Peckwood.
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THE REV CHRISTINA Le MOIGNAN

Christina, succeeded The Rev Donald Eadie as Chair of The Birmingham
District of the Methodist Church in 1996.
Shortly after her induction Christina visited Redditch and was able to
attend the Peck Wood annual general meeting, Following the meeting an
invitation was given to her to take part in our Golden Jubilee
She responded "l was very pleased to come to the A.G.M., and came away
impressed not only with the beauty of Peck Wood, but also with the
dedication of the people who make the asset available to people who might
otherwise never have that sort of experience.
I shall be delighted to take part in the Golden Jubilee Thanksgiving Service
on Sunday 16th August 1998
With all good wishes
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CHAPTER 7
THE FUTURE
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
BUILDING AND PLAY AREA
OUR AMBITIONS
TREASURER’S COMMENTS
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
CHAIRMAN’S THOUGHTS
EPILOUGUE, THE REV BRIAN HOLIDAY
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THE CABIN
This is the leaders' accommodation that we wish to replace and for which the proceeds of
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE APPEAL will be used.
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PECK WOOD WOODLAND AND MANAGEMENT
WOODLAND
The major part of the woodland is predominantly mixed broadleaf with
mature oaks with a shrub layer of hazel, hawthorn, field maple and
occasional wild service trees. The ground flora is mainly bluebells, yellow
archangel, wood anemone, climbing corydalis and sedges. Unfortunately,
some of the old stools of hazel have become overgrown with some dying,
and in some areas brambles are dominant. The management plan currently
being implemented by the work party is aimed at restoring the woodland to
the traditional coppiced management system. The hazel understory is cut
on a regular 20 years cycle and the mature and semi mature trees are
managed to provide good mature tree stock and a high canopy. This
encourages a vigorous hazel understory, which will control bramble growth
while encouraging predominately spring ground flora.
Several springs feed two small streams, which converge at the western end
of the wood and run towards the River Arrow. The North Eastern section is
interesting woodland with several rare species including smooth stalked
sedge and wood horsetail. The alders there are also due for gradual
coppicing and managing.
Woodland Management.
A working party comprising both adults and children meets on the first
Sunday of each month at 10.00 to carry out the management plan, which
has been agreed with the Forestry Commission. A typical yearly cycle of
work would include the following.
•
October.
Start coppicing, using the cut hazel for bean sticks, fence posts,
heatherings (used for hedge laying), walking sticks, broom handles.
•
November.
Fell large trees such as sycamores (a "weed" in ancient woodland and one
which is starting to infest Peck Wood).
•
December
Continue coppicing and start to open out the main pathways to provide light
to develop scrub hedges and a more varied ground flora.
•
January
Hedge laying using coppiced material in the traditional way
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• February
In coppice areas fell poor specimen trees if required to open up just
enough light to encourage understory to develop. Wetland coppicing
and maintenance.
• March.
Clear coppiced areas of brush and felled trees and replant with hazel if
necessary. Plant other trees to replace dead trees and to regenerate
certain other areas with appropriate woodland mix.
• April
Finish off the above ready for spring and the residential site for
reopening for the new season
• May:
Keeping down the bracken around newly planted or not very well
established trees. General woodland site maintenance.
• June
Clearing brambles, carrying out drainage work, keep down bracken.
General maintenance work.
• July & August
Prune lower branches off young trees to encourage straight and rapid
upward growth. Keep down bracken and general woodland maintenance
• September.
Prepare plans for next winter's work, some general clearance and
general maintenance
Coppicing.
This is a method of management all traditional rural woodland sites have
experienced and ensured virtually all the woodlands products were utilised,
with very little waste of any kind. If virtually any well established hardwood
tree, particularly deciduous, is cut down just above ground level, the stumps
will not die. Shoots will sprout up and perhaps a dozen smaller trees will
grow. This can only happen where grazing animals are excluded, and Peck
Wood suffers from rabbits and muntjak deer, which can cause substantial
problems. This coppicing is used throughout Europe predominantly on
hazel, ash, sweet chestnut, oak, alder and sycamore. The rotation of
coppiced trees depends on the size of the wood required, e.g. walking sticks
are cut at 6 years, hazel spars at 8 years and ash or hazel for hurdles at 15
years.
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Coppice with standards is the method used in Peckwood. It is where coppiced
trees (hazel in Peckwood in a 20 year cycle) are grown fairly close together,
but inter planted with other trees or standards such as oak (as in Peck Wood)
and allowed to grow to maturity to be felled for big timber on 120 year cycle.
The cycle would then start again from a totally cleared area.
Peck Wood Management
The nature of the site requires very varied work and maintenance, some of
which is planned and fits into a management cycle while other arise as when
needed. The work party also use the products of woodland management for
traditional crafts such as charcoal burning, besom making, hurdle making,
walking sticks, pole lathe turning and other activities, none of which they are
expert at but, have great fun in doing! The work party is never large enough
for the work that needs doing, but the staunch regulars keep coming. During
the course of the year (1996) we purchased some special tools more
suitable for the younger elements in the group, who continue to be a
constant source of help (?), particularly in cutting down trees, damming and
bridgework. This sometimes requires special amendments to the
management plan (such as looking the other way and rectifying the problem
later).
(But in no way would we do anything to discourage the young folk from taking part. Ed.)
One of our ongoing problems we have concerns the area down by the
Alvechurch Bypass. This is now an open area with a very dry, hard soil,
probably compressed by the vehicles used in the building work. The dry
summers have caused a lot of newly planted trees to die, and vandalism of
the tree guards, supports and even trees themselves have caused further
fatalities. It is difficult to know how to overcome these problems. We also
suffer a lot from damage to young trees, removal of support canes and
guards, in other parts of the woods. We do implore all group leaders using
our facilities to help by trying to get the young folk they bring to refrain from
removing canes and guards and to respect the young saplings that are
growing.
We are always willing and happy to accept more volunteers to the work
parties, if you are interested get in touch with any of the management
committee members whose contact number can be found in our brochure.
The above is abridged from various reports and notices produced by Steve
Newman. We take this opportunity to say how much we appreciate the
work he and so many other unnamed volunteers do in managing the
woodlands for Peck Wood. The work is hard, never ending but I am sure
also very rewarding
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BUILDINGS AND PLAY AREA.
The report given by John Hobbs to the AGM on October 5th 1997, sums up
where we are now and our future hopes. so we summarise it herewith.
Maintenance. This an on going item which continues to increase as our
buildings get older. This year we have been involved in replacing the water
pipes in the kitchen, unblocking drains, replacing toilet seats, decorating,
repairs to walls, repairs to floors, repairs to locks and doors, refitting electric
heaters, repairing broken windows, major works to the electrics as well as
minor jobs too numerous to mention from replacing light bulbs to repairing
beds ! All are time consuming as they often involve a visit to see the
problem then a return visit with the tools and materials, it is however only to
be expected with buildings as old as ours.
We have provided additional floodlighting both to the play area and to the
path up to the toilet blocks. supplied three new vacuum cleaners together
with additional utensils. Since the AGM we have now provided vehicular
access down to the main hut to allow groups to drive down to the hut to
unload their equipment. It will also give better access for the disabled. A
porch/drying room has been added to the ranch house. This will provide a
changing area to store coats and boots in wet weather. Also (as requested
by many groups) provided a brick built barbecue down by the camp fire site.
In the play area although we have not installed new equipment as such, but
we have carried out additional safety works to some of our equipment, and
the woodland group have planted a natural igloo with tunnels which will give
great fun for future groups. We do of course maintain continuous inspections
of the equipment to ensure that it remains in good and safe condition.
THE FUTURE.
As Butlins have discovered to their cost, peoples expectations continue to
rise, and conditions that were considered good ten years ago are now
considered poor. We are finding the same problem, with people demanding
standards that are simply not achievable with our present accommodation
We do have positive suggestions for the future which could proceed when
time and resources permit, for if we simply try to stand still we shall move
backwards.
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FUTURE AMBITIONS.

a)

Our present leaders cabin is slowly disintegrating and does not give the
facilities that adults now demand (or deserve). We would like to replace it
with a new cabin giving say two bedrooms with toilet and washing facilities,
and an office area for the group leaders.

b)

Groups staying for a week, or more, do generate washing E.G. tea towels
and children's clothes when accidents happen, and there is nowhere to do
it. A small laundry room by the main hut would be a great asset. This could
be combined with a toilet for children to use at night. it is a long walk for
young children from the main hut to the toilet block.

c)

Again groups staying for a week, or more, have asked if we could provide
a food store, as they bring great quantities of food and there is nowhere to
store it. Creating a store between the kitchen and the new games hut has
been suggested.

d)

Additional play equipment would be very useful. Possibly a trim track as
fitted in Morton Stanley Park.

e)

We must remember that as well as the present leaders cabin, all our
buildings are timber construction with felt roofs and they are getting older,
They will all need increased maintenance, completely refurbishing or
replacing in the very near future, they have a limited life span.

The list is daunting. but we have done an enormous amount in recent
years. transforming the place from what it was. and we are sure that
with the will and the help we can transform it again.
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A WORD FROM THE TREASURER.
Earlier in the book is a report referring to 18-20 bookings a year. This figure
has doubled in recent years, a truly significant improvement. This meant a
welcome increase in income but also more expenditure. (All moneys
received from bookings is used to pay for the general running of the centre)
Certainly with a great deal of work carried out by members of the committee
and others, a lot of improvements/repairs has been achieved in the buildings
(huts), the play area and in the woodlands. Only generous support by the
Patrick family and donations in response to the chairman's appeals has
made a lot of this possible.
In the past five years over £15.000 has been spent on repairs and
improvements and £42,000 on major items such as Recreation Hut,
Security improvements, the Log Cabin, Playground equipment and kitchen
refurbishment.
However the buildings are getting older and therefore plenty of work is
still to be done to keep Peckwood in good shape: based on recent
experience this will be eminently achievable. Bruce Newman

The most recent addition to the play area
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
The management of the woodland, as you will have already read, is very
well organised and planned. We have just agreed a further management
plan with the Forestry Authority for Peck Wood for the next five years. This
plan, worked out with the co-operation of both the Forestry Authority and the
Worcestershire Conservation Trust, details exactly what work needs to be
done during each year.
Providing we maintain that plan and do the work nominated we get an
annual Woodland Improvement Grant
The general management of the residential side is a little less predictable.
We never know what work is required on a weekly basis, but with the
dedication of a few folk, who maintain the buildings, we do cope. The cost of
the regular maintenance and upkeep, I.E. insurance, water electric is
covered by the income generated from groups using the centre, but only
just! we do not get very much surplus at the end of the year. It is our policy
to plough all the income back into Peck Wood.
We also have the policy of making some improvement each year, such as
the car park, the brick toilet Block, the new Games Room and most recently
the porch and pathway.
The treasurer has said how much we have spent over the past five years in
providing these improved facilities, If you look at our ambitions we could
spend at least double that amount in the next five.
It is, as already said a dauntless task, but we are going to attempt it. Starting
with item a, which will cost in the region of £20.000.
In order to fund this we will launch a Golden Jubilee Appeal on February
21st 1998, (With a coffee day at the chairman's house) in the belief that from
little acorns -Great Oak trees grow!
That from small beginnings. larger things are achieved.
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1st WINYATES SEA SCOUTS (BROWNSEA CUBS) MEMORIES
Mrs Joan Bradley Akela of the above cub groups responded to our request
with the comment "I could fill your booklet with my thoughts of Peck Wood"
She asked if we had ever heard of "Mind Mapping", then goes on to explain
that before starting a letter or article you take a sheet of paper and in the
centre write in the "subject" and circle it. From that subject you then draw a
line and put down your Ideas, Thoughts, Plans, Experience, Expectations
and facts etc.
This is what she decided to do for Peck Wood, she says this was a very
enjoyable task as her memory took over and she recalled so many happy
times.
The instead of the normal next step, that is to write your article or letter from
your map she decided to send her map in as her contribution because "IT
SAYS IT ALL "
The map appears below (l found it quite interesting and the links to Peck Wood quite
fascinating.Ed)

Joan also said among all her memories the favourite is Bluebell Time. This
was used as their theme for the last camp that Joan attended. The
youngsters made cards and embroidered a Bluebell on it, to keep as a
memento. (I still have the one presented to me!
Ed.)
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The Chairman's Six Year Old Grandson Callum
Planting Five Oak Trees Which He Had Grown From Acorns Collected at
Peckwood to Celebrate the Jubilee
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN.
Since retiring some seven years ago and getting involved in the
management of Peck Wood I have spent many happy hours in the
woodlands. Many of them have been spent actually working, painting,
creosoting and doing many odd jobs, many other times it has been just
enjoying the beauty and wonder of the gift we were given.
There have been many memorable moments, I share three of them with
you.
First, the Log Cabin. On a cold February Morning my son and I waited on
the bridge over the bypass and set up a camera to photograph the arrival of
the cabin. It had a funny effect on motorists, as they approached the bridge
they markedly slowed down! Finally the cabin came trundling along on the
back of a lorry, together with police escort, they came to The Holloway. It
took a lot of ingenuity to get up there, especially at the point where the road
was 17ft wide and the cabin being 17ft 3in wide. But they made it! The sight
of the cabin, being lifted by a huge crane off the vehicle, over_the trees and
being lowered to its resting-place was unforgettable. The following weekend
the 1st Redditch Boys Company came along, armed with spades and, in the
pouring rain, dug the trench from the new cabin down to the electric mains
for the underground cable to be installed. We thank them for this and all the
other working weekends they have put in. Well done lads!
THE WEDDING.
May 1996 was not a good one in regard to the weather, until Saturday the
25th. Then the sun came out shining brightly on to the dazzling white
marquee that had been erected on the car park.
What was it for asked many locals? It was for a wedding reception! The Rev
Donald Eadie, Chairman of the Birmingham District of the Methodist Church,
was to conduct a blessing on the marriage of his daughter Anika, to Peter.
After a hive of activity, moving chairs out on to the grass, erecting an open
tent covering and getting everything ready the guests arrived. Then it was
time for the bride and groom to arrive. They came out of the wood (under the
Natureland sign) preceded by a piper and the sun continued to shine!
The open-air service was then held, followed by the reception. Then evening
entertainment when lanterns were alight around the buildings and a bonfire
was lit followed by a fireworks display.
It was an unusual and quite a unique occasion.
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The other experience I wish to share with you is the time I was on duty to
"open up" for a mid week group, coming from an inner city school, for two
days.
The coach arrived at the gate and some of the children started to get off, I
asked them to come very quietly, a small group did and followed me on to
the car park. They looked down the hill toward the ranch house and there on
the grass were several rabbits eating and playing. All too soon they sensed
we were there and they scampered off in several directions disappearing
from sight. I watched one very dark boy. There was a look of absolute
amazement and wonder on his face, which turned into the biggest smile of
happiness you could imagine.
I learned later, from one of the teachers, that the boy in question had never
been away from home before and this was the first time ever that he had
been out of the city and into the countryside.
It is experiences like this that makes us realise how special Peck Wood is
and why so many have given so much of themselves, to honour and carry
out the vision of the deed of gift given fifty years ago, for which we say
THANKS BE TO GOD.

The wedding being conducted by Rev Donald Eadie May 1996
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EPILOGUE.
BY THE SUPERINTENDENT MINISTER OF THE REDDITCH METHODIST
CIRCUIT (The Managing Trustees)
To express my own appreciation (and I trust that of others) for the
wonderful resource that is Peck Wood, I offer this prayer.
Thank you, Lord for the LURE of this place
the lure of its natural beauty - the richness of all
those trees in and through the changing garb of the seasons;
That Spring carpet of bluebells, those meandering paths, through
bracken and under overarching branches.
Thank you too for the lure of what it offers:
a place so quiet and still, yet so near to where cars rush by,
a place so available for busy, pressured lives,
a place for welcome recreation for the young and the young in spirit!
Thank you; Lord for the GIFT for this place, for the generous vision
and practical kindness of The Patrick Family,
for the sustaining help of charities and trusts,
for the fun and enjoyment derived by those who hire it.
And thank you, Lord, for THOSE who SERVICE this place,
for the dedication, enthusiasm and hard work of its indefatigable
Chairman!
for the help given by all who in their own free time
manage the Centre and maintain the Woodlands.
So thank you Lord for the gift of Peck Wood
may the praises for its many blessings
continue to echo down the next fifty years!!

Brian Holliday
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Continued from inside front cover

WHERE IT?
PECK WOOD is situated midway between Birmingham and Redditch,
(Postal address. The Peck Wood Centre, Rowney Green Lane, Rowney
Green. Alvechurch Birmingham B48 7QA) just 12 miles from the centre of
Birmingham and 3 miles from the M42.
WHO CAN USE IT?
PECK WOOD was given to the Methodist Church, by deed of gift, in 1948 by
the Patrick family (Of Patrick Motors) for use as a holiday centre for
underprivileged children from the inner city. This criteria still takes priority
but we now also accommodate any young peoples groups or organisations
of good standing. Peck Wood is officially recognised as a suitable venue for
Brownie Pack Holidays. Schools and Woodcraft groups come for ecology
and environmental purposes as well as holidays
There is a choice of how groups use Peck Wood. The favourite is for
weekends, Friday night to Sunday evening. Some groups, in particular
schools, come on weekdays staying one or two nights. In the main holiday
periods it gets booked for a full week or even a fortnight
WHO OWNS/RUNS IT?
The Property Division of the Methodist Church holds the property, as model
deed Property, under the Methodist Church Act of 1976.
The managing trusteeship is the responsibility of The Redditch Methodist
Circuit.
The day to day running of Peck Wood is delegated to an appointed
management Committee of volunteers.

